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Introduction

In November 3, 2020, war broke out in the Tigray region of Ethiopia between the
Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF) and Tigray People's Liberation Force (TPLF).
(Al Jazeera 2022).Both parties pointed fingers on one another for the cause of the war. The
federal government (Prosperity Party) blamed the Tigray People's Liberation Force
(TPLF) of attacking the Northern Command of the ENDF located within Tigray. On the
other hand, the Tigray regional government (TPLF) accused the federal government of
conspiring with the Eritrean government and the regional government of Amhara (a
region in Ethiopia bordering Ethiopia) to attack Tigray. What was initially called a two
week "law enforcement operations” by the federal government went on to become a civil
war at best and a genocide at worst. Two years in and it is estimated that 385,000 -
600,000 civilians might have lost their lives (York 2022). Furthermore, multiple heinous
acts of rape, mass killings, and distraction of towns have been reported, and a whole
region is besieged living in ‘famine-like' conditions. After a continuous back and forth of
military dominance in the battlefields, the federal government and TPLF signed a peace
treaty agreeing to "permanent cessation of hostilities" on November 2, 2022 (Owiso O.,

2022). However, the fruits of this agreement are yet to flourish on the ground.

This thesis titled The Forgotten War: Political Environment of Ethiopia and the
International Community' will be extensively investigating the ongoing war in Tigray
(the forgotten war) analyzing it from different angles. However, to investigate and
explore the subject, it is necessary to understand some crucial areas that have played
paramount roles in it. As such, in order to best explore the case at hand, this paper has
divided it's subjects into four sections. These subjects are Ethiopia, political environment
of Ethiopia, the war, and the international community. Each section then will further be

scrutinized as follows.

In the first section, the paper discusses about the Federal Democratic Republic of

Ethiopia. It is here that the general information of the country is first reviewed along with



its rich history of statehood and political rulings. Further, the significant regimes
throughout the nation's history are chronologically reviewed with their respective
political ideologies. This section of the paper focuses mainly on modern Ethiopia prior to
the Derg regime. It is vital to know the political history of the nation to understand the
causes and driving factors for the present-day war. Finally, it will also show how
different regimes over the years shaped the country's geography, demography, power

dynamics, and political stances.

The second section of the paper is about the political environment of Ethiopia and the
major political parties present in contemporary Ethiopia. The Derg regime, Ethiopian
People's Revolutionary Democratic front (EPRDF), Tigray People's Liberation Front
(TPLF), and the Prosperity Party are discussed under this section. The political
environment of Ethiopia under each party is analyzed and presented. Later, the nation's
current domestic and international politics under the Prosperity Party are investigated.
Under the domestic politics subsection, major developments that took place within the
country in the past four years under prosperity party have been looked over. These being
the centralization of power, populism, weaponization of media, and certain other political
concepts. Additionally, institutions, enterprises, the military and the people's relations
with the party and their role in the country's domestic politics has been inspected. In the
international politics subsection, the country's foreign policy along with its ties with the
Eastern block and Western block is examined. Aside from this, the nation's stances within
IGAD, AU, and UN have been covered. Finally, the country's relations with Eritrea - the
third party responsible for the Tigray war - is carefully explicated. This section is crucial
because it shades little on all three of the parties involved in the war and brings forward

the political circumstances that allowed for this war to take place.

Third section of this paper focuses solely on the Tigray war and the aftermath. In this
section, the research has first clarified and set forth a detailed explanation on genocide,
ethnic cleansing, civil war, and war according to internationally agreed upon definitions

and measurements. Next, the paper classified the war into three stages and explored each



one individually. It classified the war into prewar, war, and the negotiation stages. All
three stages were investigated thoroughly and only proven data was used. Finally in this
section, the aftermath of the war is explored and presented as up to the peace agreement

signed November 2022.

The final and fourth section focused on the international community with regards to
the war. The first topic raised in this section was on the UN and the 'Responsibility to
Protect' (R2P). Here, the 2005 adopted 'R2P" is initially discussed along with the UN and
others' role in ensuring safety of nations, groups, peoples, and individuals. Later, the
paper investigated current world politics and how it affected the war in Tigray and
contrariwise as well. Finally, this section further researched on the roles the international
community played in the war. To summarize, the section covers the international
community's role and lack thereof with regards to the war and also put forth the

international community as one of the responsible bodies for the war.



Section One: Ethiopia

Before diving into contemporary Ethiopia and the specific area of study at hand, it is
necessary to understand the historical background of the country. First, this section will
introduce Ethiopia and the country’s characteristics here. Next, the first subsection will
try to look at the country’s rich history of statehood and the empires prior to modern
Ethiopia. Later, each of the major regimes in modern Ethiopia will be discussed with
their respective political ideologies in a chronological order. Finally, the last subsection
of this section will focus on TPLF (Tigray People’s Liberation Front) and EPRDF
(Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front) which were the two dominant
figures in the country’s politics for the past 30 plus years. In general, this section will
cover all the compulsory historical events and figures of the country prior to the rise of

the current ruling party; the Prosperity Party.

Ethiopia is the second most populous nation in Africa after Nigeria (BBC, 2023). It is a
land locked country located in the Horn of Africa with a population of over 114 million
people (Worldometer, 2023). It is bordered by Eritrea to the north, Djibouti to the
northeast, Somalia to the east, Kenya to the south, South Sudan to the west, and Sudan to
the northwest. Ethiopia has a diverse history and culture, with influences from various
civilizations and cultures including the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans (Fikre,
2018). Throughout its history, Ethiopia has faced numerous invasions, but has also
maintained its cultural and linguistic traditions, including the use of the ancient Ethiopian
script, Ge'ez. It is also home to several important cultural and historical sites, including
the ancient Kingdom of Aksum and the rock-hewn churches of Lalibela.(Britannica,
2023)

The country’s flag consists of three colors: green, yellow, and red with the national
emblem in the middle. This flag was officially adopted in 1996 but the use of the tri-color
flag dates back to the 20" century. During this era, Ethiopia was the only African nation

to fight back its invader win against colonialism. This inspired other African states and



the flag was later associated with the Pan-African movement eventually inspiring the
design of the flags of countries like Senegal, Cameroon, Togo, Congo, and Burkina Faso.
(Edarabia, n.a.). Each of the three colors and the emblem have their own distinct
meanings within the flag. Green represents hope and the fertility of the land, yellow
symbolizes justice and harmony, while red stands for sacrifice and heroism in defense of
the land. The emblem, on the other hand, represents peace, unity, and equality amongst

the nationalities and people of the country. (Office of the President, 2017).

Ethiopia is known for many of its rich culture and history throughout the Globe. The
country has nine sites which are registered as UNESCO World Heritage Sites. These are
the ancient city of Aksum, the Semien Mountains National Park, Konso cultural
landscapes, Tiya, Awash Lower Valley, Fasil Ghebbi, Harar Jugol fortified historic town,
Lalibela’s Rock-Hewan Churches, and the Omo Lower Valley. (Sousa G., 2017). The
country also has a huge Historical significance for Africa as it is one of the only two
countries (including Liberia) not to be fully colonized. The battle of Adwa which took
place in Tigray (northern part of Ethiopia) between the Ethiopian people and the Italian
invading army. A colonized Africa heard of traditional warriors, farmers, and
pastoralists fought for their freedom and won against a well-armed Italian army. This
drew Ethiopia as a symbol of redemption and freedom for black people and later
contributed to the struggles in multiple nations until the end of colonialism and also
contributed for the creation of the African Union which has its headquarters in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. (Yirga G., 2020).

The country is located in a key geographical location in the Horn of Africa bordering
Eritrea, Sudan, South Sudan, Kenya, Somalia, and Djibouti. Ethiopia is a country with a
diverse and distinct geographical environment. The physical environment is mostly
highland-plateau terrain, with elevations ranging from 600 to 3,000 meters above sea
level. Most of the country lies in the Great African Plateau, which can be divided into
three distinct regions. The first is the Eastern Segment, which includes the Tigris-

Euphrates River Valley and its surrounding highlands. This is the oldest part of the



plateau and is composed of a variety of sedimentary rocks, forming ridges and
escarpments (Tadesse et al., 2018). Meanwhile, the Central Segment is mostly composed
of several volcanic mountains which are interspersed with a series of plateau basins.
Lastly, the Western Segment is the youngest part of the plateau and is characterized by

extensive lava flows and high mountains. (Tadesse et al., 2018).

The physical geography of Ethiopia is also characterized by several distinct climatic
zones. The lowland regions experience a tropical climate, with high temperatures and
plentiful rainfall. On the other hand, the highland regions are much cooler and experience
two distinct climatic phases, with a rainy season from June to September and a dry season
from October to May (Tadesse et al., 2018).

Ethiopia's population was 28 million in 1991 which is just about a quarter of the whole
population today estimated at north of 114 million. (Worldometer, 2023). Much of the
population (84%) is rural, with the remainder living in urban areas, mainly in the capital
city of Addis Ababa. There is a high degree of regional variation in population density,
with the highest being in the south and in the cities. About 55% of the population is
considered economically active or under 19 years old (Crane & lIbssa, 2019). Population
growth remains high despite efforts from the Ethiopian government to encourage
contraceptive use; however, this trend may be reversed due to improvements in
healthcare access, higher wages and increased literacy rates among women (Kamuzora &
Lhadang, 2019).

Similar to many African countries, Ethiopia is also diverse in ethnicities and religions.
Although majority of the population is Christian, there too are people of other different
faiths. According to a 2016 estimate, 43.8% is Ethiopian Orthodox Christian, 22.8% is
Protestant Christian, 0.7% is Catholic Christian, while 31.3% is Muslim, 0.6% is
traditional, and 0.8% practice other religions. (Central Intelligence Agency, 2022). Aside

from religion, the country is also home to a vast array of ethnic groups. According to an



Ethiopian census, there are 90 distinct ethnic groups, and more than 80 languages are
spoken in the country. (Minority rights, 2019). The Oromo and Amhara ethnic groups
together make up the majority 61.4% of the whole population while ethnic groups like
Somali, Tigray, and Sidama follow with a relatively large population. Amharic is the
official working language of the country, however Afan Oromo is the language spoken
by most people. The ethnic composition of the country is further put in percentage in the

pie chart below.

Figure 1.2 Ethnic Compositions

Ethnic Makeup of Ethiopia

Source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/et.html
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(Adopted from Central Intelligence Agency, 2022)
The country had seen rapid economic growth and development, with GDP increasing at
an average annual rate of around 10% since 2004 (World Bank, 2020). Agriculture is the
mainstay of the Ethiopian economy, accounting for around 45% of GDP and employing
around 85% of the population (World Bank, 2020). The country is a major producer of
coffee, which is its main export, as well as other crops such as cereals, oilseeds, pulses,
and spices (Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, 2020).

Manufacturing is a growing sector in Ethiopia, with the government seeking to promote



industrial development as a way to create jobs and diversify the economy (World Bank,
2020). The main industries in the manufacturing sector include textiles, leather and
leather products, food processing, and chemicals (World Bank, 2020). The service sector
Is a significant contributor to the economy of Ethiopia, accounting for around 25% of
GDP (World Bank, 2020). The main sectors within the service industry include wholesale

and retail trade, transport and communication, and financial services (World Bank, 2020).

The annual GDP growth rate was in the double digits until 2016, in recent years however,
the growth rate seems to be steadily declining. In 2021, the country’s GDP growth was
5.64%; the lowest in 18 years. (macrotrends, n.a.). Some of the major challenges facing
the economy today are corruption, high reliance on traditional agriculture practices,
limited infrastructure, unstable political environment, and the November 2020 war in the
northern part of the country. Post the northern war that broke out in 2020, all the large
credit rating institutions have downgraded the country’s credit rating significantly. The
war took Ethiopia’s economy in a downfall experiencing lack of Foreign Direct
Investments (FDI), plummeting agricultural productivity, and the closing of multiple

manufacturing companies resulting in a decline in exports and the overall Industrial

sector.
Table 1.1 Pre & Post 2020 War Ethiopia’s Credit Rating
Agency Current Rating Current Pre 2020 Pre 2020
Outlook Rating Qutlook
Fitch CCC- n/a B Negative
S&P CCC Negative B Negative
Moody’s Caa2 Negative B2 Negative

(Adopted from tradingeconomics.com)
Ethiopia (The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia) is a federal parliamentary
republic with a president as the head of state and a prime minister as the head of
government. The country has three branches of government: the executive branch, the
legislative branch, and the judicial branch. The executive branch is responsible for
implementing and enforcing the laws and policies of the government. It is headed by the

president, who is elected by the members of the House of Peoples' Representatives (HPR)



(Provisional Federal Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, 2021).
The president appoints the prime minister, who is responsible for leading the government
and overseeing the work of the cabinet (Provisional Federal Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, 2021). The legislative branch is responsible for making
the laws of the government. It consists of the HPR and the House of the Federation (HF),
which represent the interests of the regional states and the federal government,
respectively (Provisional Federal Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, 2021). The HPR is composed of members elected by the people, while the HF
is composed of members elected by the regional councils (Provisional Federal
Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, 2021). Lastly, the judicial
branch is responsible for interpreting and applying the laws of the government. It consists
of the Federal Supreme Court, the Federal First Instance Courts, and the regional courts
(Provisional Federal Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, 2021).
The Federal Supreme Court is the highest court in the country and has the final say on
legal matters (Provisional Federal Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, 2021).

Ethiopia is a federal system, with eleven regional states and two chartered administrative
each regional state has its own government, which is responsible for the administration
and development of the region (Provisional Federal Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, 2021). The regional states have a degree of autonomy
and can make their own laws and policies, as long as they do not conflict with the
Constitution and federal laws (Provisional Federal Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, 2021). The country has a multi-party system, with
elections held every five years for the HPR and the regional councils (Central
Intelligence Agency, 2022). The election process is overseen by the National Electoral
Board of Ethiopia (NEBE), which is responsible for conducting and supervising elections
in the country (National Electoral Board of Ethiopia, 2021). The NEBE is an independent

body that operates according to the provisions of the law and the Constitution (National



Electoral Board of Ethiopia, 2021). The researcher wants to point out here that one of the
reasons for the start of the Tigray war is the amendment of the five years election date by

the central government without the agreement of all regional governments.

1.1 History of Statehood and Politics

Prior to the contemporary Ethiopia, the country had a vast history of statehood and
politics through different rulers and their respective empires. It is necessary to understand
these parts of the country’s history so as to have a good comprehension of the present-
day ethnopolitical divide. This subsection of the paper covers four of the major historical
polities that took place in present-day Ethiopia. These are The Da’amat Kingdom, The
Aksumite Empire, The Zagwe Dynasty, and The Solomonic Kingdom. They each are

presented below in a chronological order.

Looking back into Ethiopia’s history of statehood, the first empire to come to mind
would be The Aksumite Empire. However, prior to Aksum, there existed a kingdom
which very little is known about; The Da’amat Kingdom. The Da’amat Kingdom was a
kingdom located in present day Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Sudan (Dhunis R. & Lelisa M.,
2011). With its capital located in Yeha — Tigray, Ethiopia, we can consider it to be the
first known history of statehood for present-day Ethiopia. The kingdom, in its existence
from 980 to 400 BC, was known to have made iron tools, weapons, grew millet, and
traded gold, silver, ivory, tortoise shells, and slaves to South Arabian merchants (Singh
H., 2017). It was in this era that Ethiopia got introduced to Christianity’s existence and
the religion’s first contact with the country took place. Queen of Sheba (Makeda), a
woman of power in Ethiopia at the time, visited by King Solomon of Israel and returned
pregnant with her and the king’s son. Later, this son (Menelik) would travel to Jerusalem
as a ruler of present-day Ethiopia and return with The Ark of the Covenant. This piece of
history would later have a significant role in the country’s religion, ruling, and historical

and ethnic classifications. (Singh H., 2017).



The Da’amats developed a sphere of influence based on trade activities facilitated by
their camels but were ultimately subdued by foreign invaders who stole their camels in
what would become known as the Cambrial raids (Gebremariam M., 2018). The
kingdom's fall gradually began thereafter as it deescalated into periods of struggle against
drought, famine, disease and domination by other tribes (Narvaez G., 2008). The ancient
Kingdom of Aksum, located in what is now modern-day Ethiopia, was a major trading
empire in the Red Sea region that flourished between the 1st and 7th centuries CE (Ayana
AW. & Pankhurst D.J., 1997). It is known for its impressive stone stelae, which were
carved to mark burials or commemorate important events (Munro-Hay S., 1991). Aksum
was also an important center of trade, with links to the Roman Empire and other ancient
civilizations in the region (Ayana A.W. & Pankhurst D.J., 1997).

One of the most famous and ancient Empire of Aksum is one of the longest-running and
most influential empires of the African continent. Dating back to the first century AD,
this kingdom left behind an impressive legacy of art, architecture, and religion that is still
studied today by scholars of history and culture. Aksum was a powerful and dominant
presence in the surrounding regions and extended its power from both sides of the Red
Sea (Estes R.J., 2018). Though relatively short-lived in comparison to other great
kingdoms, it left behind numerous monuments and trade networks which illustrate its
power, culture, and importance to the world beyond its borders. One of the most
significant impacts of the Aksumite Empire was its trade and commercial activities.
Aksum opened up trade routes to and from the region, leading to the spread of goods and
an increase in wealth both domestically and abroad. Aksum’s economy also saw an
increase in industrial production, including quarrying, metalworking, and construction
(Estes R.J., 2018). The kingdom’s control of import and export goods also opened up
financial opportunities with other countries, and the influx of wealth allowed the
kingdom to build cities, monuments, and stock trading centers. At its peak, the Empire of

Aksum extended across present-day northern Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, Western Yemen,



and southern Saudi Arabia (history’s greatest, n.a.). The kingdom provided a bridge

between East and West and helped pave the way for future empires and states.

Figure 1.3 6" Century Map of Aksum Empire

ca 6th century AD Aksum map
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(Adopted from historygreatest.com)
However, one of the most significant events in Aksumite history was the adoption of
Christianity in the 4th century CE. According to tradition, the Ethiopian king Ezana was
converted to Christianity by Frumentius, a Syrian bishop, and later made it the official
religion of the kingdom (Munro-Hay S., 1991). This made Ethiopia the first country in
Africa to adopt Christianity as a state religion (Ayana A.W. & Pankhurst D.J., 1997). The
Kingdom of Aksum is best known for its religious and architectural contribution of stone
steles which commonly depicted biblical scenes and motifs. The most famous
monuments of this type include the Obelisk of Axum and the Tomb of the False Door of
Shelah, both of which provide fascinating insight into ancient spiritual life as well as the

political and social intricacies of the kingdom at the time (Gopinath P., 2015).

There are many reasons for the decline and ultimately end of the empire. One of the

major reasons for this was the shift of power southward and the dominance of the



Persians in Southern Arabia and the Red Sea. As Islam spread, the Aksumite Empire
started losing its territories slowly until the attack on Adulis, a major trading area, which
was the final nail on the coffin (Ayana A.W. & Pankhurst D.J., 1997). Aside from these
major reasons, climate change, overpopulation, dense population and lack of population
distribution, and revolts in surrounding areas were also some issues that played a role in

the empire’s ultimate demise.

After the end of the Aksumite Empire, two dynasties took presence in present-day
Ethiopia; the Zagwe Dynasty and the Solomonic Dynasty respectively. Right after the
decline of the Aksumite Empire and other Ethiopian rulers which left a power vacuum in
the region, a man by the name of Tewodros came to fill it with the Zagwe Dynasty
(Mourning Dove LLC., 2019). The Zagwe Dynasty ruled Ethiopia from the 11th to 13th
century. They were known for their rock-hewn churches, many of which can still be seen
in the northern province of Tigray and Amhara. In addition, it was during this time that
new lesser cleric initiatives occurred such as borrowing elements from Greek Orthodoxy
including more frequent communion (Mourning Dove LLC., 2019). Little is known about
the Zagwe dynasty from contemporary sources and much of what is known about them

comes from the writings of the 13th century historian, Bar-Hebraeus.

The early 13th Century saw this all come to an abrupt end as Yekuno Amlak emerged on
to the scene - his birth date is unknown; though some attest roughly 1212 whilst others go
so far as placing his ascendance around 1177 (Mourning Dove LLC.,2019). Building
upon that lack of certitude concerning his ancestry, Yekuno claimed kingship on descent
from Solomon, son of David via Abuna Aregawi’s blessings — later heralded as one
branch responsible for initiating what became known as the Solomonic Dynasty. The
Solomonic dynasty, also known as the House of Solomon, is a dynasty that claims
descent from the biblical King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. After much determined
work, Yekuno was able to manage and unify what had become divided factions after
Tewodros rule - though he faced difficulties due to strong pagan religious presence on

many fronts. Under Amlak’s rule Monastic activity flourished with monasteries such as



Dabra Damo encompassing 10 thousand adherents alone having been built among many
more followed suit - each purported by historians to signify a time “held holy” under
Yekuno’s command. This dynasty and its claims would continue even after Yekuno
Amlak’s death and end of the Solomonic dynasty. In this section the researcher has tried
to show the history of Ethiopian politics tracing it back to the Da’amat Kingdom which
took place from 980 to 400 BC. The purpose is to give its readers a glimpse of the past
history.

1.2 Regimes and Political Ideologies

After the end of the last dynasty from ancient Ethiopia, the Solomonic Dynasty, then
begun the start of modern Ethiopia. It was in this era that the country got the geographic
borders that it has now. During this period in Ethiopia’s history, the country had five
kingships and finally a Socialist dictatorship that shaped the country. Prior to the ruling
by Tewodros Il whom was the first leader of modern Ethiopia, the country went through
a long period of internal wars among multiple factions under no central power. The kings
and leaderships in this era of modern Ethiopia were Tewodros Il, Yohannes 1V, Menelik
I, lyasu, Haile Selassie, and finally the Derg regime chronologically. Under this
subsection, each of these rulers and their respective political ideologies are analyzed and

presented as follows.

Tewodros Il was born in 1818 in western Ethiopia to a noble family of the local ruling
elite. At the time of his birth the country was made up of warring factions with no clear
central government or ruler (Goitom B. & Kebbede M., 2012). Following two decades of
fighting between powerful regional warlords at the time, Tewodros Il became King in
1855 through military conquest Despite facing great resistance to unification among rival
chiefs and warrior groups whom he had subjugated through his military campaign,
Tewodros Il was successful in establishing a centralized power over the region. He then

proceeded to pass numerous laws supporting reforms within the government and its



interaction with foreign powers (Mkandawire T. & Soludo C., 2001). One example is an
edict demanding British envoys from India send legitimate representatives to open
diplomatic relations with his court — some written records suggest that obligation went
unfulfilled until Queen Victoria offered apology for not recognizing him as her equal
ruler of a sovereign nation after he had threatened war if ignored (Mkandawire T. &
Soludo C., 2001).

During his reign, much effort was put into improving education within the country.
Tewaodros 1l inspired several religious works detailing natural history subjects such as
geology and botany which helped instill literacy levels across Ethiopia due to increased
reading materials available within their communities (Shimeles A. et al., 2009).
Additionally, he oversaw expansion programs including road construction networks
linking isolated places together as well as introducing foreign technology like firearms
into their armed forces which enabled more efficient management by centralizing
command structures (Shimeles A. et al., 2009). These initiatives were largely successful
despite continued resistance from some local rulers who held onto traditional customs

without following any official laws imposed by central government.

Despite being known for his cruelty towards his enemies and those who questioned him,
Tewodros Il believed in true justice, equity along with unique representation, and
developing his country (Pankhurst R., 2008). The temperament and strong desire to be
seen as a respected leader of a respected country in the world stage led Tewodros Il to
hold several British citizens captive and made them design and build him different
weapons and structures. However, in 1868, British troops went on a military expedition
to rescue the hostages and destroy Tewodros II’s military power. In the final hours of the
war that came from this expedition, Tewodros Il was surrounded by British troops and
asked to surrender. Tewodros Il would take his own life that day on the battlefield. (Baye
B., 2011)

The second ruler of modern Ethiopia who played a huge role in the modernization of the

country was Emperor Yohannes I1V. Yohannes IV was born in 1837 as Sahle Gugsa, a



member of the Solomonic dynasty. When he was 18, a local prince invited him to
succeed him as the ruler of Tigray. After accepting his offer, Yohannes IV was given the
name “Yohannes”, which is a traditional Ethiopian name for a ruler or leader. He then set
out to become the Emperor of Ethiopia. In 1872, Yohannes IV succeeded his cousin
Tekle Giyorgis 11 as the Emperor of Ethiopia, during a period when the country’s
territories were threatened by both internal rivalries and threats from external forces.
Yohannes IV’s primary focus was on defeating these external forces and suppressing
internal dissention. Under his de facto regency, Yohannes IV led Ethiopian forces against
both Ottoman and Egyptian forces. In the process, he successfully regained Ethiopia’s
lost territories and officially established Ethiopia’s authority across most of the horn of

Africa (Bradley A., 2019).

In addition to his military successes, Yohannes IV also worked hard to modernize
Ethiopia. In particular, he made strides in establishing an improved system of education
and introducing modern technology. One of Yohannes IV’s most impressive efforts in
modernizing Ethiopia was establishing the Ethiopian Institute in 1879. The Institute was
the first higher-level school in the country and provided instruction in several disciplines
including language, history, engineering, and mathematics (Stein E., 1978). Yohannes IV
himself generously endowed the Institute, thus allowing it to become a significant
contributor to educating the Ethiopian people. In addition to educational reforms,
Yohannes IV also worked hard to bring modern technology to Ethiopia. In order to
combat hostile forces, Yohannes IV ordered his governors to build small arsenals in their
respective regions, giving them the ability to manufacture new weaponry. He also laid the
groundwork for numerous thatch-roofed buildings called ‘Beteshase’ which could be
used to store and maintain arms (Levine D., 2009). Finally, with the help of foreign
traders and diplomats, Yohannes IV was able to open Ethiopia to external trade. This
allowed Ethiopia to exploit resources such as coffee and natural gum to increase its

exports and improve its overall economy (Shinn D., 2006).



In 1889, the ‘Battle of Matamma’ broke out when the Mahdist Muslims of Sudan
attacked Begemder of Ethiopia. Emperor Yohannes IV of Ethiopia died in this battle
which is also known as ‘Battle of Gallabat’. He was killed by Mahdist forces while
leading a charge against the enemy. (Pankhurst R., 2008). Many argue the emperor lost
and died that day mainly due to a lack of an expected internal backing from Menelik’s

troops. (Levine D., 2009).

The third and most eminent ruler of this period was Menelik 1. Prior to becoming the
emperor, Menelik II was the ruler of Shoa during Emperor Yohannes IV’s reign. Earlier
history, he was born in 1844 in the town of Ankober in what is now the Amhara region of
Ethiopia. He was the son of Haile Melekot, the ruler of Shoa, and his mother, Ejigayehu,
was the daughter of a prominent local chief (Horne J., 2015). In 1855, Menelik's father
died and he inherited the throne of Shoa. Despite being only 11 years old at the time,
Menelik was able to maintain his rule and expand his territory through military
campaigns and diplomatic negotiations (Horne J., 2015). By 1866, Menelik had united
the various kingdoms and chiefdoms of the southern highlands of Ethiopia under his rule
(Horne J., 2015). However, Menelik 11 was still under Emperor Yohannes IV and was

considered the Emperor’s Vassal.

In 1889, Menelik 11 was crowned Emperor of Ethiopia, following the death of Emperor
Yohannes IV. Menelik II's coronation marked the beginning of a new era in Ethiopian
history, as he embarked on a program of modernization and expansion. Menelik 1l was
one of the most progressive Emperors of that period. He ordered the construction of
telephone and telegraph systems and a railway from Addis Ababa to the port of Djibouti.
In addition to these, he also grew and worked on modernizing education. (Horne J.,
2015). Furthermore, Menelik also oversaw the expansion of the Ethiopian army and the
modernization of its equipment and tactics (Horne J., 2015). He also established schools

and hospitals, and encouraged the growth of industry and trade (Horne J., 2015). These



efforts helped to lay the foundations for the modernization of Ethiopia and its transition

from a feudal society to a modern state.

The historic event Menelik 11 is most known for, however, is the Battle of Adwa. The
Battle of Adwa took place in Adwa, Tigray (Northern Ethiopia) between the invading
army of Italy and the people of Ethiopia. The Ethiopian army, under Emperors Menelik 11
and Ras Mengesha of Tigray, was made up of over 100,000 soldiers from all over the
country. They were armed with weapons from Ethiopia and Europe, as well as spears,
swords, and ammunition from the foreign armies. The Italians, on the other hand, had
about 20,000 combatants. They were well-trained and well-supplied, with modern
weapons and ammunitions provided by the Kingdom of Italy. The Ethiopians emerged
from the battle victorious. This victory helped ensure Ethiopia's independence and
afforded the African country its first international recognition as an independent state. In
addition, it marked a major setback to European colonialism in Africa, and inspired

millions of Africans to fight for their freedom and independence. (Yirga G., 2020).

After the death of Emperor Menelik Il due to stroke in 1913, Lij lyasu (the grandson of
Menelik 11) was appointed as the new Emperor of Ethiopia. Prior to him, power first
passed to Menelik II’s wife, Empress Taitu, then later to Ras Tessema starting from 1907
when the emperor started suffering from a series of paralytic strokes. (Greenfield D.,
2022). Lij lyasu, although appointed emperor in 1913, was never crowned emperor and
only lasted for three years as an appointed emperor. This was mainly due to Lij Iyasu’s
special relationship with the Muslims in the east of Ethiopia. This created fear amongst
the nobilities and the clergy of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church that he might
change the country into a Muslim state. Soon after, in 1916, Lij lyasu was overthrown
and forced to flee to the Afar region of Ethiopia. (Kibriye S., 2003).

In the wake of Lij Iyasu’s exile, the nobilities had two possible rulers to appoint from,
Ras Tefari (the son of Harar’s governor) and Zewditu (daughter of Menelik II). The
nobilities would then decide to crown the first Empress of modern Ethiopia, Empress

Zewditu. Zewditu was an active proponent of positive change in Ethiopia, and her reign



saw an improvement in the country's educational system, the codification of laws, and the
expansion of Ethiopia’s diplomatic relations abroad (Alemayehu G., 2019). Zewditu also
mollified political divisions between certain ethnic and religious groups, which helped to
maintain a peaceful atmosphere within Ethiopia. Additionally, she improved the welfare

of the poor and was actively involved in charitable works.

Ras Teferi Mekonnen of Harar was appointed as the hand of the empress and would
advise Zewditu with ideas of modernizing Ethiopia. These ideas were not however
accepted by the empress who was a conservative who feared these initiatives would
interfere with the Ethiopian Orthodox Church’s beliefs and values. These splits in the
political ruling led to Empress Zewditu’s husband (Gugsa Welle) to attack Ras Teferi
Mekonnen in a rebellion attack. The attack worked in favor of Ras Teferi Mekonnen in
the end as the battle ended on March 31, 1930, with the death of Empress Zewditu’s
husband. Two days after his death, on April 02, 1930, Empress Zewditu followed with a
mysterious death in her palace that left Ras Teferi Mekonnen as the only heir to the
throne. (Stuart M., 2002).

The coronation of Ras Teferi Mekonnen took place soon after on November 02, 1930,
after the sudden death of Empress Zewditu. While taking the throne, he adopted the
religious throne name Haile Selassie I. Haile Selassie | (grandson of Emperor Menelik 1)
was born on July 23, 1892 in Oromia region of Ethiopia, 18 miles from Harar. After the
coronation in 1930, Emperor Haile Selassie I ruled the country for forty-four years until
1974 and was the last Emperor of Ethiopia. He was educated at the Menelik 11 School in
Harar and later at the Imperial Palace in Addis Ababa. He began his political career as

governor of Harar and later served as minister of the interior and foreign affairs.

Emperor Haile Selassie’s reign saw significant social, economic, and political changes in
the country. During his reign, he modernized the country's infrastructure and institutions,
including the education system, transportation, and healthcare and enforced constitutional
protection under an autocratic monarchy at the time when nearly all other African nations

were governed by colonial regimes (Frair J. et al., 2013). A new constitution was drafted,



and the first parliament assembled in November 1931 to limit the powers of regional
Princes and create a more centralized power. This, however, came with a drawback as it
gave huge, unchecked power to the nobility solely based on their hereditary lines rather
than democratically (Kibriye S., 2003). Furthermore, He is also known for his role in the
formation of the Organization of African Unity and his efforts to promote Pan-
Africanism. Haile Selassie also played a key role in the formation of the Organization of
African Unity, which was established in 1963 to promote cooperation and unity among
African countries. He also advocated for Pan-Africanism and the decolonization of
Africa.

The most prominent event during his period of ruling, however, would be the invasion of
Ethiopia by Italian forces and the occupation of the country for five years. The Italian
army invaded Ethiopia in October 1935 from the north, taking control of Adigrat, Adwa,
and Mekelle. The League of Nations turned a blind eye to the many appeals made by the
emperor. The Italian army used chemical weapons like the Mustard Gas to speed their
military advances up to Maychew. In March 1936, the lItalian army defeated the
Ethiopian resistance even though Haile Selassie ad sent reinforcements. After hearing of
the bad news, the emperor abandoned his people and country and fled to Britain.
Although the people (mostly from Tigray and Amhara regions) continued the fight, Italy
occupied the whole country in May of 1936. After five years of occupation, the British
army advanced to Italy occupied countries in East Africa due to the Second World War.
The Ethiopian warriors fought beside the British o defeat the Italian army in January of
1941. Haile Selassie returned from his exile and reclaimed his throne as emperor.

(Ethiopian Treasures, n.a.).

After Haile Selassie reclaimed his throne and started ruling over a new regional
administration for fourteen provinces, the country’s internal politics started to face
problems. Oppositions started forming in different parts of the country against the
emperor and his divide and rule policy under a centralized governing body. Of these, the

most influential rebellion was the Weyane rebellion in Tigray. Following the end of the



war against Italy, Haile Selassie lost his legitimacy in the eyes of many in Tigray that
stayed and fought due to his cowardly acts. This rebellious group held elections and
appointed its leaders and would choose to be led by those it appointed. After many battles
over the years, however, Haile Selassie with the help of the British Royal Air Force
would bombard weekly open markets in multiple cities in Tigray killing indiscriminately.
(Hammond J., 1999). Following the defeat of the Weyane, Haile Selassie would impose
unique orders on Tigray to weaken the region. Some of the major ones are taxes, creating
divide among the people, cutting portions of the region’s lands and giving it to others.
The deliberate isolation led to the increase in poverty, lack of democracy, and famine in
Wollo ad Tigray regions, eventually leading for Eritrea’s demand for independence.

(Ethiopian Treasures, n.a.).

By the early 1970s, the country faced one of its toughest times under the emperor’s rule.
Famine, increase in poverty, worsening unemployment, cries for land reform, and the fuel
crisis all took place in the country and led to unrest. The government’s inability to
respond and resolve these issues resulted in the protests that undermined Haile Selassie’s
rule. Students along with teachers, peasants, and workers held demonstrations and went
on strikes for seven months. September 12, 1974, saw a successful overthrowing of the
emperor which resulted from the mutinies that broke out in the army due to low pay.
(Biography.com Editors, 2021).



Section Two

Section Two: Political Environment of Ethiopia

In this section we will be looking into the Ethiopian political environment in deep tracing it back
to the Imperial regime. The centralized Ethiopian Empire under Haile Selassie was abolished
following the Ethiopian Revolution, the Mengistu and communist Dreg coup of 1974, replaced
by an equally centralized Marxist-Leninist system, including the continuation of the military
campaigns started by Haile Selassie in 1961 against the resistance within Eritrea, annexed in
1961, which persisted until 1991, and against the Somali Ogaden invasion of 1977/78. (Ethipian

somali war,2016)

Following the dissolution by the TPLF of the Dreg in 1991, which ended the Ethiopian Civil
War and established independence for Eritrea, Ethiopia formed a transitional government along
federal lines which lasted until 1995. The 1995 Constitution of Ethiopia was promulgated by the
Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), which enshrined a form of ethnic-
based federalism, consisting of 11 ethno-linguistically defined regional states and two chartered
cities. The states are: Afar; Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuz; Gambela; Harari; Oromia; Somali; the
Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples' Region; Tigray; Sidama; and South West Ethiopia.
The chartered cities are Addis Ababa, the country’s capital, and Dire Dawa. The federal structure
was intended to alleviate the persistent historical ethnic tensions by establishing regional
autonomy and a degree of self-rule. Article 39, Section 1 states: "Every nation, nationality and
people has an unconditional right to self-determination including the right to section.”" (Abdullahi
& Ahmednasir M, 1998).Each ethnic territory was thus given the right to secede, which was
welcomed by the federally-minded but proved controversial amongst supporters of Ethiopian
nationalism and its diaspora, especially the previously dominant Amhara, who feared it would

decentralize government and induce ethnic tensions.

After the 1995 general election, Meles Zenawi, chairman of the Tigray People's Liberation Front,
was appointed as prime minister. His government reversed the communist policies of the Dreg
and progressively encouraged privatization of government companies, farms, lands, and
investments. This socioeconomic and partial political liberalization within a federalist system,

combined with a return of considerable foreign investment led to significant economic growth,
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double-digit in the last nine years before his sudden death in 2012. His deputy Hailemariam
Desalegn, assumed power, which was only confirmed by elections in 2015. (BBC News,2012)
Under the leadership of Hailemariam, the Tigray People's Liberation Front and EPRDF
maintained the same policies until 2018, earning Ethiopia the status as the fastest-growing
economy in Africa. While Meles introduced many social reforms, there was still a notable degree
of political and media suppression, coupled with allegations of election meddling in 2005. The
TPLF, drawn from only 6% of the population, was seen as unduly favorable to Tigrayans, and
resented by the majority Oromos (34%) and Amhara (27%), with ethnic clashes also involving
Ethiopian Somalis (6%). (Albin-Lackey, Christopher,2005)

2.1 Prosperity Party

2.1.1 Formation and Rise

In 2018 TPLF’s Hailemariam, after 3 years of growing discontent and clashes, was replaced by
Abiy Ahmed, the first Oromo leader in Ethiopia, traditionally Amhara dominated in earlier
times. Initially, Abiy an elected member of the Ethiopian parliament, and a member of the
Oromo Democratic Party (ODP), one of the then four coalition parties of the EPRDF, introduced
more reforms and liberalization, sidelining the TPLF, disbanding the EPRDF in 2019 and
forming his own party, the Prosperity Party.(world politics journal,2018) He ended the 20-year
post-war territorial stalemate between Ethiopia and Eritrea for which he won the 2019 Nobel
Peace Prize. In June 2020, Abiy, in concert with the National Election Board of Ethiopia
(NEBE), decided to postpone scheduled parliamentary elections due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
(Reuters,2020) This move prompted criticism, especially from the opposition and raised

questions about the delay's constitutional legitimacy.

In November 2020, simmering ethnic and political tensions, as well as attacks on the Ethiopian
National Defense Force (ENDF) Northern Command, exploded into the ongoing Tigray War
between the combined forces of the ENDF and the Eritrean Army against forces loyal to the
TPLF, an ethnic party which dominated the erstwhile ruling EPRDF coalition during a nearly
thirty-year period marked by rapid development alongside increasing interethnic tension, as well
as those loyal to significant allied groups such as the Oromo Liberation Army, now currently in
loose alignment with TPLF. (Associated Press, 2021).


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hailemariam_Desalegn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hailemariam_Desalegn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EPRDF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tigrayans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oromos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amhara_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopian_Somalis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abiy_Ahmed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oromo_Democratic_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EPRDF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TPLF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prosperity_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopian_National_Defense_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopian_National_Defense_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tigray_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eritrean_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TPLF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oromo_Liberation_Army
https://www.voanews.com/author/associated-press/j_-yt

This conflict which displaced up to 2 million people, continued unabated, and has spread into
Ambhara and Afar regions, as of September 2022, with repeated breakdowns of ceasefires, despite
support for negotiations from the US and Kenyan governments. Both sides have large heavily
armed troop emplacements in close proximity, trade and food blockades still persist, creating
widespread hunger, estimated to affect 4.8 million people, mainly Tigrayan. (BBC News,2022)

2.1.2 Composition and Internal Organization

Article 15. Organization and structure of the party
The party’s organization and structure are based on the constitution and implemented as such.
Accordingly, the organization of the party will take place as follows
e Federal
e Region
e Zone/city administration
e Woreda/special woreda/town
o Kebele
The party will have the following permanent structures
e Regular meeting
e Central committee
e Executive committee
e President
e Deputy president
e Inspection and control commission
e Head office of the party
e Party offices in the regions

e Offices in at Zone, city, Woreda and Kebele level

Source:(Prosperity Party by law,2019)
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Article 16. The structure of the party’s council and conferences in Zone, Town, Woreda
and Kebele

The council of the party is held at the federal level

The conference is held at the regional level and it will be held also in zones, woredas and
kebeles where necessary

The representation in the conference primarily bases on the number of the members
which based on the representation of nations and nationalities

The regular meeting and the different conferences involve new members who have good

capacity. Source:(Prosperity Party by law,2019)

Article 17. The regular council of the party

The regular council of party is the highest echelon of the party

The regular council of the party would be held every two and half years

The regular council of the party would be held in less than three years

The number of participants who take part in the council is above 500, taking in to
account of the fair distribution of representatives from the group of the society who have
small number of populations

It would be possible to call for an emergency meeting when 1/3rd of the central
committee approves

The inspection and control commission of the party can hold an emergency meeting if
the members of the commission approve the meeting with 1/3rd approves

Member who participated in the first council of the party will also directly take part in
the emergency meeting

The council meeting can be held when 2/3rd of the members of the party councils are
available

The emergency meetings of the council are held when 50+ members are available
Members of the central committee and the inspection and control commission will
directly take part in the meeting

The representation in the meeting is based on the number of the party members and
nations and nationalities per the details and the procedure issued by the central

committee



e The agenda of the emergency meeting and the place should be announced prior to the
meeting. Source:(Prosperity Party by law,2019).
Article 21. President of the party
e The president of the party is answerable to the central committee of the party, and
e has the following roles and responsibilities
e Chairs the meeting of the central committee and executive committee
e Organize the jobs of the central and executive committee
e Implement the decision of the central and executive committee
e Can make work relation with different bodies and sign agreements on behalf of the party
e Present report to the executive committee
e Implement additional jobs given to him by the central and executive committee.
Source:(Prosperity Party by law,2019)
Article 22. Deputies of the party
The party will have deputies, The deputies are answerable to the president of the party and they
have the following roles and responsibilities
e The deputy works on behalf the president in his absence
e Implement missions that given to him by executive committee and the president
(Prosperity Party by law,2019)
Article 23. The party inspection and control commission
e The inspection and control commission is formed being elected on the regular
meeting of the council. The number of the commission is determined by the council
and is also based on the number of the members. Small number of the society will
have also representatives in the commission. the details for its implantation will be
issued
e The commission is answerable to the regular council
e The mission which the party give to the members of the commission should not
contradict with their formal job
e The commission will have its office and expert
e The commission will have its own structure and organize structures at different level of

the party’s office. The office of the commission has the following responsibilities



The commission follows the implementation of the party’s bylaw

Follows the implementation of the party’s decisions

Follow the whether the members and candidates of the part are disciplined and respects
the party’s bylaw

Follow whether the party’s jobs are being done according to the rule and the bylaws of
the party

Make the necessary follow up to strengthen the party and insure the quality of the party
Follow whether the benefit of the party’s members and other bodies are maintained
Accepts the complains coming from the members, investigates them and presents
proposal of correction mechanism to the complains to the executive committee

Checks whether the party’s capital and properties are used properly and the members are
paying their membership fee or not

Suspends members who do not abide by the bylaw when 2/3rd of the commission

members votes on the issue. (Prosperity Party by law,2019)

The party’s head office

The party’s head office is answerable to the president of the party. It leads the politics,
public relations and make international analysis. It serves as a center of research.

The head office will have head and deputy head

The office prepares work plans and their implementation and present to the party’s
president

Identify candidate for different offices in the regions by discussing with the party
President or regional authorities and presenting them to the Executive Committee
Prepare work plans for the party’s head office and regions and present to the central

committee

The office will have the following roles and responsibilities

The office prepare work plans on the bases of the directions and decisions made by the
executive, central committee and the president and follow up their implementation
Manage the party’s document, finance and properties and follow up whether it is properly
used

Conduct research and public relations. Organize members and political activities



e Form a relation with the third party on behalf of the president on the bases of the
directions the president provides

e Name committees of the party by discussing with the president

e Manage the budget that approved by the party

e Disseminate the party’s programs and directions to the public using mass media and
others

e Sign agreements on behalf of the party and can sue and be sued

e Hire, head and suspend the workers of the office on the bases of the human

resource management rule

e Organize advisers of the party council

e Implement jobs given to it by the executive, central committee and president of the party.
(Prosperity Party by law,2019)

PARTY’S REGIONAL ORGANIZATION
According to (Prosperity Party by law,2019) The regional organization of the party office is
answerable to the head office and the
regional office of the party is named as follows

e Oromia prosperity party office

e Ambhara prosperity office

e SNNPR Prosperity party office

e Somali prosperity party office

e Tigray prosperity party office

e Afar prosperity office woreda

e Benishangul Gumuz prosperity party office
e Gambella prosperity party office

e Harari prosperity party



2.1.3 Political Ideology
2.1.3.1 Revolutionary democracy

Revolutionary democracy replaced Marxism—Leninism as the EPRDF's official ideology in the
early 1990s, not because the front had lost their belief in Marxism, but rather because of the
international situation the Soviet Union was dissolved in 1991. (Vestal & Theodore,1999). The
main message of Revolutionary Democracy, similar to that found in Marxist—Leninist thought, is
that a vanguard party should rule because it represents the people and has "supposedly superior
knowledge of the nature of social development conferred on them by the EPRDF ideology.
Similar to Marxism—Leninism, the EPRDF prefers to categorize society into classes such as the
peasantry, the bourgeoisie, the proletariat and the comprador bourgeoisie and considers its main

adversary to be imperialism, that is free market capitalist states. (Vestal & Theodore,1999).

The peasantry is considered the main class in Ethiopia, since they form a majority of the
population, and they are considered the pillar of Revolutionary Democracy. Upon seizing power,
the front was suspicious of the petite bourgeoisie class, believing that they were naturally
inclined to oppose the front's policies.* Despite this, the front believed it could win over the
petite bourgeoisie through economic incentives and successful policy. (Vestal &Theodore,1999).
Importantly, if members of the petite bourgeoisie class oppose the EPRDF, the front will "empty
their 'belly and pocket'. (Vestal & Theodore,1999). The urban proletariat are in contrast
naturally inclined towards the EPRDF, and the EPRDF seeks to recruit members of these class so
as to strengthen the front's organizational links with the trade unions. The EPRDF asserts that the
"local investor", that is, the capitalist, will naturally be hostile towards the front and its policies,
and the front should therefore try to persuade this class to become neutral. Religious

organizations are deemed reactionary by the EPRDF. (Vestal & Theodore,1999).

Some people state that the EPRDF has not espoused a well-defined unified ideology or political
philosophy. Its members held a variety of positions that could be broadly defined as being to the
left of the opposition parties. (Vaughan &Sarah, 2003). The EPRDF traditionally identified itself
with a number of general goals, namely rapid export-based economic growth; close cooperation
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with the United States in foreign and defense policies; close cooperation with China on economic
and trade policies: and several newer issues, such as administrative reform. Administrative
reform encompassed several themes, namely simplification and streamlining of government
bureaucracy; privatization of state-owned enterprises; and adoption of measures, including tax
reform, in preparation for the expected strain on the economy posed by a rapidly growing
population.(World bank,2015). Other priorities in the early 1990s included the promotion of a
more active and positive role for Ethiopia following the collapse of the People's Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, the internationalization of Ethiopia's economy by the liberalization and
promotion of domestic demand (expected to lead to the industrialization) and the promotion of
education. (World bank,2015). A business-inspired commitment to free enterprise was tempered

by the insistence of protectionism and tariffs.

2.1.3.2 Relation to liberalism

The EPRDF opposes liberal democracy, and liberalism in general. (Melakedingel &
Nolawi,2013). Despite this, Revolutionary Democracy can be considered a mixture of
communist and liberal thought. (Melakedingel & Nolawi,2013). The front views liberal
democracy and free market capitalism as decadent, and has a "romantic attachment™ to the
beliefs of Vladimir Lenin, who condemned liberal democracy as the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie (literally the dictatorship of the upper class) while supporting Lenin's assertion of the
need for a vanguard party which practices democratic centralism. It considers liberal democracy
to be "ill-fit and unsustainable"”, but ironically much of the front's economic policies are based on
the tacit acknowledgement of the need of some liberalism in the economic field. (Melakedingel
& Nolawi,2013).

2.1.3.3 Relation to communism

With the majority of EPRDF's top leaders being former members of the Marxist-Leninist League
of Tigray, a Hoxha’s organization led by among others Meles Zenawi, Marxist ideology still
plays a prominent role in party discourse, with some even claiming that the front is hiding their
ideology. (Vestal & Theodore,1999).  Theodore M. Vestal claims that the front based its

ideology on Marxist-Leninist revisionism, believing it explains the regime's authoritarian nature.
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(Vestal & Theodore,1999). Of the communists traits in Revolutionary Democracy, most of
them have been borrowed from Mao Zedong Thought, an ideology conceived by Chinese leader
Mao Zedong. (Melakedingel & Nolawi,2013).

2.1.4 Program and By-law

Article 32. Tenure
e The limit of the tenure for the head and deputy head will be 10 years. the tenure of
other heads will be decided based on the decision made by the central committee
e The age limit to be on the leadership position is 65
Article 33. Transition rules
e The dissolving of the EPRDF member parties and the inclusion affiliate parties is done
according to this bylaw per the decisions made and directions set during the 11" session of
EPRDF
e The right and responsibilities the members of the individual parties of EPRDF used to
have has now handed down to Prosperity party.
e The EPRDF council, the central committee and the inspection and control commission
will continue providing leadership until the Prosperity party held its conference
e The EPRDF parties’ women and youth league structures will continue as the supporters
the Prosperity party
e Members of EPRDF and the affiliate parities will remain as members of the Prosperity
party without any conditions
Article 34. Party’s sources of finance
The sources of the party’s finance come from the membership fees, donations from
the supporters of the party.
Article 35. Human resource, resource, finance and audition system of party.
e Administered based on the rule issued by the human resource, finance and resource
branch of the central committee
e The party will have full account sheet and make audition by internal and external

auditors once a year.
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e The central committee can allow the executive committee the authority to make decision
on the party’s finance on its behalf
.
Article 36. The Party’s internal problem-solving mechanism
e The problems that would happen in the party should be resolved according to the
rules set out in this bylaw
Article 37. The mechanism of how the party blend, form a coalition, or front
e The party can blend, form a coalition or front with other party or parties
e The rule that has mentioned under this article paragraph can be implemented according
to the proclamation of national electoral board, registration of political parties and the
electoral code of conduct when the central committee approves it.
e The party can blend, form a coalition or front when the central committee present the
case to the party’s conference and prove that the issue is handled in accordance with
national electoral board, registration of political parties and election code of conduct. (Prosperity
Party by law,2019)
Article 38. Dissolution of the party
The party council can dissolve the party with 3/4th vote

Article 39. The council of the highest advisory of the party

e To ensure the party’s political, economic and social activities the executive committee
can form the advisory council which drown from different profession and prominent
persons who are selected by the party’s president

e Taking what has mentioned under this article paragraph (1) as it is, the advisory council
at the region can be selected and formed by the regional head of the party

Article 40. The supremacy of the party’s bylaw

e The party bylaw is the supreme rule of the party and is implemented on the members of
the party If a contradiction happens between the bylaw and other documents of the party,
the bylaw will have a supremacy over the other (Prosperity Party by law,2019)

Article 43. Approval of the bylaw
This bylaw is approved starting from the day the council of EPRDF and the representatives of



the affiliate parties passed the decision based on the decision of the 11th EPRDF council

2.2 Domestic Politics

2.2.1 Centralization of Power

In 2018, Abiy ascended to power on a promise to bring unity, prosperity and peace to a polarized
country engulfed in violent and seemingly endless unrest and chronic economic hardship. And as
soon as he took office, with the support of an overwhelming majority of Ethiopians and the
international community behind him, he embarked on an ambitious reform programmed at

breakneck speed.

Today, Ethiopia is once again in crisis. Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s efforts to re-centralize all
state powers in Addis Ababa and dismantle the multi-ethnic federation established in the 1995
constitution in the name of “national unity”, led to an armed conflict between the federal military
and a regional government, ruined thousands of lives and livelihoods, and once again made
Ethiopia a center of instability and conflict in the Horn of Africa. It now seems Abiy’s push for

“unity” could achieve the exact opposite — disintegration. (Aljazeera,2020).

2.2.2 Populism and Media
2.2.2.1 populism in Ethiopia

Following three years of anti-government protests and the subsequent resign- nation of former
Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn, the House of People’s Representatives elected Abiy Ali

as the fourth Prime Minister of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia on 2 April 2018.

The government’s unveiling of its master plan to expand the capital of Addis Ababa further into
the Oromia region in 2014 did in fact lead to protests where Oromo people expressed their long-
existing grievances about the lack of political space and ability to express dissent within the
government at the time (Aljazeera, 2018). Angered by an unfulfilled demand to retake control of
some of their own lands, the Amhara launched protests in their region soon thereafter, expressing

the same dissatisfaction towards the government. Such anti-government protests quickly



translated into accusations of political dominance by the Tigrayan People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) within the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), therefore
accusing the government of misusing its founding principle of ethno-national federalism (Bach,
2014). Anti-government protestors argued that rather than being an effective means of alleviating
deep ethnic divisions that can help hold together the common state, the EPRDF used the
principles of ethnic federalism as a means to compete for power over the central government
through and along ethnocentric lines (Anderson, 2014). Pro-democratic protestors hoped that
Abiy, as the first person of Oromo ethnic origins to serve as prime minister, would not only help
quell the remaining tensions between the Oromo people and the government, but also help
restore the initial principle of ethnic federalism in Ethiopia through democratic means (The
Economist, 2018).

From this strategic position, Abiy framed his election as a reformation of his governing EPRDF.
During his acceptance speech, he promised political reform; to promote the territorial integrity of
Ethiopia and the unity of its people; to resolve the ongoing Eritrean-Ethiopian border conflict
after the Eritrean-Ethiopian war; and to reach out to the political opposition within and outside
Ethiopia (Hussain, 2018). The backbone to his ambitious vision for Ethiopia is his idea of
‘Medemer’, on which he wrote a book, and which entails his personal conviction that different
and contrary views can be brought together so that a compromise can be found. In his book,
Abiy demonstrates how such compromise can be translated into a strategy to build a united
Ethiopian nation through a celebration of its ethnic multiplicity (Abiy, 2018 as summarized in
United States Institute of Peace Conference, 2020).

After his first 100 days of rule, Abiy released political prisoners, unbanned opposition parties
and closed the notorious Maekawa detention facility, which is known to be a site of government-
initiated human rights abuses. Abiy also signed a “declaration of peace and friendship” with
Eritrea on 8 July for which he received a Noble Peace Prize in 2019. His popularity and support
in Ethiopia and abroad reached such a historical high that some political observers argued that
Abiy had become overwhelmingly more popular than the ruling coalition of the EPRDF itself
(Amnesty International, 2019).

But the euphoria of Abiy’s early days as prime minister was short-lived; his push for unity and

celebration of diversity quickly encountered more problems than it had solved.



By allegedly distancing the country from ethnic federalism, Abiy merged the ethnic and region-
based constituent parties of the EPRDF into his new Prosperity Party, in which the previously
dominant party in the EPRDF, the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), refused to partake,
as its inclusion would ultimately lead to a loss of political power. Tension began to rise between
the federal government and the TPLF when Abiy declared Tigray’s August 2020 regional
elections to have been illegal on the grounds of his previous announcement to postpone the
elections to 2021 due to Covid-19 (Bhandari and Lewis, 2020). A full-scale war between the
TPLF and the federal government broke out in November 2021 after the TPLF took control of
the headquarters of the military’s Northern Command of the Ethiopian National Defense Force
(ENDF) in Mekelle, which Tigray central command spokesperson Getachew Reda framed as a
pre-emptive attack against an imminent threat from the federal government (D.W.Television,
2020, 1:14).

On 4 November 2020, the federal government announced a military operation against the TPLF
and its forces. The ENDF, the Amhara Special Forces (ASF) and allied militia, and the Eritrean
Defense Forces (EDF) accordingly started a military offensive against the TSF and allied militia
in Tigray. Abiy described the ongoing war as a law enforcement operation, but as it has dragged
on there are growing accusations on both sides of the conflict of human rights abuses, mass rape,

extrajudicial killing, and the use of starvation as a tactic (UHCHR, 2021).

On 10 August 2021, shortly after winning the country’s delayed elections with an overwhelming
majority, Abiy asked “all capable Ethiopians” to “show their patriotism” by joining the war
against the TPLF, now officially designated as a terrorist organization by Abiy’s government
(BBC, 2021). In response to Abiy’s pledge, Western mass media has tended to frame the war as
a government-in- stagnated “genocide” against the people of Tigray despite the complexities of
the conflict. This very complexity, in turn, is diluted by the dominant Western narrative, which
focuses on the apparent irony of the current state of affairs: Abiy, “from Nobel hero to driver of

99

war



Abiy Ahmed won the Noble Peace Prize in 2019 for ending hostilities with Eritrea (BBC, 2021)

Source: https://ichef.bbci.co.uk/news/976/cpsprodpb/13EAQ/production/ 115786518 gettyimages-1187527708.jpg

2.2.2.1.1 Laclau’s conceptualization of Populism

It seems then that Abiy’s controversial involvement in the Tigray War with regards to its initial
ambitions to build a peaceful Ethiopian nation has led to an intense debate within the popular
mass media over whether Abiy is a populist or not. Statements by British journalist Tom Gardner
and Mekelle University School of Law Professor Alemayehu Weldemariam are illustrative of the
development of the debate, in both international and domestic mass media, from the time of
Abiy’s election in 2018 until the outbreak of the war in Tigray. Writing in December 2018, well
before the Tigray War, (Gardner, T. 2018) argues that the prime minister’s immense popularity
does not make Abiy a populist since his vision for Ethiopia and his political undertakings are
founded on his inclusive and democratic principles. On the other end of the debate, writing
shortly after the start of the Tigray War in November 2020, Weld Mariam argues that Abiy is an
opportunistic populist who managed to conceal from the people of Ethiopia his initial intentions
to centralize his political power in the government with his new Prosperity Party by portraying
himself as a democrat. While the arguments are diametrically opposed, they do frame their
understanding of populism in like manner by differentiating the attributes of a “populist” from
those of a “democrat”. But would (Gardner, T. 2018) still have argued that Abiy is not a populist
if he had written his article after the prime minister’s controversial involvement in the Tigray
War? And what exactly would Weld Mariam’s explanation be about Abiy’s overwhelming
majority winning the 2021 election if his popularity was only produced through his painted

image of a democrat? It seems that by conceptualizing populism on the same level as a particular
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political ideology — that is, by taking on the impossible task of finding out Abiy’s “true” political
intentions and whether they align with “true” democratic values — both sides of the debate drain

the very meaning of what it takes to be a populist.

In order to overcome this methodological issue, this research paper will look at Abiy and his
Prosperity Party through a populist lens by following Laclau’s conceptualization of populism as
exemplifying how political identities are constituted in relation to each other rather than
preordained (Laclau, 2005a). As such, this paper will take Abiy and his party’s political practices
as a starting point of analysis, rather than the content of its political ideology itself. More
specifically, this paper will look at Abiy’s idea of Medemer as a specific logic of articulation of
the political ideology of his Prosperity Party, which he has continuously upheld throughout his
rule even though at times the political actions taken on behalf of his party seemingly contravened
the very principles of Medemer (Laclau, 2005b). What makes Abiy a populist, this paper will
argue, is his capacity to discursively normalize the ambivalence upon which his political
ideology relies, by presenting Medemer as a collective value of all “the Ethiopian people”, while
simultaneously using Medemer as a means to justify the exclusion of others from the same
construction of “the Ethiopian people”. This will be done by firstly analyzing the discursive
representation of “the Ethiopian people” in Abiy’s Medemer through Laclau’s idea of the empty
signifier (Laclau, 1996). The very ambivalence upon which Abiy’s idea of Medemer lies will
then be analyzed by closely looking at his acceptance speech in 2018 and his statements
published on Twitter after his re-election in July 2021. As such, the aim of this paper will not be
to bind populism to authoritarian and anti-pluralistic aspects, but to uncover the complex and
ambivalent ways in which Abiy and his party, through their promotion of Abiy’s values of

Medemer, defend the interests of “the Ethiopian people” (Rummens, 2017; Ingram, 2017).
2.2.2.1.2 ‘Medemer’ as an empty signifier

Since the political content of populism involves putting “the people” first by defending its
interests and promoting its values above all else, Laclau (2005a) argues that the essence of
populism lies in the production of identity of “the people” with regards to these very interests
and values. This production of identity takes place through what Laclau defines as an “empty
signifier” that provides a means by which anyone can identify with the people as a whole

(Ostiguy and Moffit, 2020). For Laclau, the empty signifier is “the hegemonic representative of a



collection of signifiable things, whose emergence requires the equivalence of all signifiable
things to prevail over their differences”. I understand Laclau’s empty signifier within the context
of populism as an object, an identity or demand whose commendation connects individuals as a

social and seemingly homogenous totality, regardless of their individual differences.

With this in mind, Abiy’s idea of Medemer can be understood as an empty signifier which
provides a means by which anyone can identify with “the Ethiopian nation” as a whole. In a
panel organized by the United States Institute of Peace, Ethiopian diplomat Lencho Bati presents
Medemer as a comprehensive socio-political economic perspective necessitated by the past
violent decades in Ethiopia. In his Nobel Lecture, Abiy declares the essence of this approach to
lie in the original meaning of the word “Medemer” as a process of healing; it describes a
synergistic process of coming together of individuals, religious or ethnic groups, leaders and
institutions to work more effectively and for the common good and in the public interest (Abiy,
2019). It aims to harmonize the politics of identity, sectarianism, and ethnic affiliation into a
synthesis of nation-building, tolerance, understanding and forgiveness with regards to the violent
decades Ethiopia endured before Abiy’s rule (Abiy, 2019). Medemer, accordingly, provides a
means by which the people of Ethiopia identify themselves as a whole through the recognition of
their role in building a common peaceful nation through their “synergistic” cooperation. What
makes Medemer an empty signifier, according to Laclau’s definition, is the way the Ethiopian
people’s common duty to cooperate in the name of nation-building takes priority over their

ethnic, religious, or social differences.

But as McKlean (2016) clearly argues, an empty signifier is not as neutral as its theory presumes,
and accordingly, neither is the presumed inclusivity of Abiy’s idea of Medemer. McKlean (2016)
traces this exclusionary practice upon which the empty signifier is based back to Laclau’s
(2005a) understanding of equality and difference. By Laclau’s (2005a) binary account, to
become equivalent to something is to be made homogenous with it, since equivalence must go on
to subvert difference in order to make the system a homogenous totality (McKlean, 2016). As
such Laclau’s empty signifier assumes equality and difference to be opposed from the very start.
Accordingly, the “Medemer individual” depicted by Abiy has attained a certain state of
consciousness and realizes the importance of synergistic collaboration for the task of nation-

building and collective good (Abiy, 2019). In this sense, Medemer aims to harness the aspiration



of individuals and unleash their energies for the collective good. In contrast, the singular pursuit
of individual self-interest is ultimately self-defeating. What constitutes a “Medemer system”,
then, is the way each member is different from one another with regards to their ethnic, religious,
or social identity. What the system also implies, however, is that all individuals must be
different in a way that is excluded from the system itself; that is, they all must realize the
importance of synergistic collaboration for the task of nation-building, and any act of self-
interest is therefore automatically excluded from the self-named “inclusive” system of
‘Medemer’. Laclau (2005a:70) says this exclusion gives an antagonistic character to the
included’s relationship to the excluded and calls this “something that the totality expels from
itself in order to constitute itself”. As such, as the analysis of Abiy’s three particular statements
will show, Laclau’s binary account of equality and difference in his idea of the empty signifier
opens up the space for an ambivalent articulation of inclusivity in Abiy’s idea of ‘Medemer’.
More specifically, with his idea of ‘Medemer’, Abiy seems to be able to promote inclusivity

through exclusion, and to justify exclusion through the promotion of inclusivity.
2.2.2.1.3 The translation of ‘Medemer’ in Prime Minister Abiy’s inauguration speech.

Abiy’s inauguration speech after his election as prime minister in April 2018 lays out the
foundations of his vision for Ethiopia under his leadership. And although he never mentions his
idea of ‘Medemer’ (his book was published more than a year after his election), his vision for
Ethiopia continuously falls back on the foundations of his very philosophy. He firstly does so by
outlining the essence of Ethiopian’s, and how it can and should be set out as an example to the
rest of the world. It is Ethiopia’s turbulent and at times violent history which has given the
Ethiopian people the wisdom not to be overcome by temporary obstacles but rather “to change
the trials we face into opportunities and desirable obstacles and achieve victory” (Abiy as quoted
in Hussain, 2018:2). The key to Ethiopia’s survival, according to Abiy, lies in the importance of
unity in a country with a rich cultural, ethnic, and religious diversity; the same unity Abiy later

describes as the essence of his idea of ‘Medemer’.

Through his metaphorical representation of the unity of the Ethiopian people, Abiy seems to
transcend his account of unity through a Nature/Body binary. By alluding to the very soil of

Ethiopian land as the shared identity and des- tiny of the Ethiopian people, Abiy represents the



soil as the bond which has held them together through Ethiopia’s violent and turbulent years.

Such metaphorical use of the Ethiopian land is evident.

While alive, we are humans; upon passing, we become soil and hence become country. You will
find the precious bodies of every Ethiopian from every corner of the country become soil in
another part of the country. We Ethiopians, while alive, we are Ethiopians; when we die, we

become Ethiopia (Abiy as quoted in Hussain, 2018:3).

Ethiopia’s soil, accordingly, is the common thread through Ethiopia’s existence as a thriving
nation. It places every Ethiopian individual on the same line of equivalence, since it prefigures
everyone’s existence and passing. But as Abiy goes on with his metaphor of Ethiopian soil, he
argues that the stability of the Ethiopian nation can only be ensured when the fertility of the soil
is maintained. Abiy represents this fertility as a corporeal sacrifice to the Ethiopian nation — to
sacrifice one’s body to become one with the Ethiopian soil. The Ethiopian soil itself, in other
words, cannot sustain itself and therefore needs the continuous contribution, if not absolute
dedication, of the Ethiopian people to collaborate in the name of a thriving Ethiopian nation. As
such, the Ethiopian soil does not just prefigure the equivalence between the Ethiopian people but
prefigures the role and devotion of all Ethiopian people to their land in order to sustain their own
existence. The Body/Nature divide is represented as a dialectical process; the Ethiopian people
depend on the fertility of the soil to survive as much as the soil needs the embodied sacrifices of
the Ethiopian people to maintain its fertility. Abiy outlines how his dialectic account of unity has

proven to be the source of Ethiopia’s success in the past.

The Amhara have sacrificed in Karra Marra for our country’s sovereignty — becoming inter-
mingled with its soil. The Tigrayans have sacrificed in Metema saying, take my neck before my
country and becoming intermingled with its soil. The Oromo have given his chest on the
mountains of Adwa to protect the country’s sovereignty and have intermingled with the soils of

Adwa (Abiy as quoted in Hussain, 2018:3).

Here, Abiy recites the multiple instances where Ethiopians have sacrificed themselves in the
name of their nation. Whether that is in North Ethiopia in Karra Marra, where the Amhara fought
Somalians, or in Metema where Ethiopian Emperor Yohanise IV died while fighting the
Sudanese, or in Adwa where the Oromo fought the Italian invasion, all have sacrificed their body

and become one with Ethiopia’s soil (Asegidew, 2017). Abiy’s choice of events, then, is not



incidental, since he selected particular events throughout history where different Ethiopians,
regardless of their ethnic background, sacrificed themselves for the nation as a whole. By doing
so, Abiy lays out the very function of his dialectic conceptualization of unity; every Ethiopian
individual’s common duty to the Ethiopian land overshadows their individual ethnic, religious or
cultural identity within Ethiopia itself. Here, in Abiy’s inaugural speech, we can clearly
recognize the workings of his Medemer philosophy as an empty signifier; the Ethiopian soil
which binds all Ethiopians to their common duty to maintain its level of fertility represents the
existing unity between all Ethiopians, which has to prevail over their ethnic, religious, or social

differences.
2.2.2.1.4 ‘Medemer’as a foundation of the new prosperity party of Ethiopia.

On 1 December 2019, Abiy managed to transform his idea of ‘Medemer’ into a political reality
by replacing the EPRDF coalition by a single pan-Ethiopian party, the Prosperity Party. Three
out of the four parties within the coalition, the Amhara Democratic Party (ADP), the Oromo
Democratic Party (ODP), and the Southern Ethiopian People’s Democratic Movement
(SEPDM), voted to join the party, while the TPLF rejected the idea as “illegal and reactionary”
(Al Jazeera, 2021). In addition, five regional parties which were historically excluded from the
decision-making process at the national level during the EPRDF’s reign were also allowed to
join the party. The idea behind the merger was to eliminate any unequal representation within the
coalition and create an all-encompassing national party that speaks for the entire Ethiopian
people. In doing so, Abiy managed to distance the country’s politics from ethnic federalism, if
not completely eradicate the former. More so, the newly founded Prosperity Party was supposed
to represent a direct embodiment of the prime minister’s ‘Medemer’, which he stated in his sub-

sequent Twitter post:

The unanimous decision passed today to merge the Party is a crucial step in harnessing our
energy to work towards a shared vision. Prosperity Party is committed in strengthening and
applying a true Federal system which recognizes the diversity and contributions of all Ethiopians
(Abiy, 21 November 2019).

Here, the Prosperity Party is represented as a means to overcome ethnic, religious, and social
differences in the Ethiopian nation. More important, with the founding of this new political

party, Abiy demonstrates the political reality of his idea of ‘Medemer’ to overcome such



differences, the newly founded party categorically erases them by negating the political
representations of such individual identities. The only political identification which is recognized
by the new Prosperity Party coincides with Abiy’s notion of Ethiopian’s; what makes an
individual Ethiopian is the individual’s duty to the Ethiopian nation as a whole, regardless of the

individual’s ethnic, religious, or cultural identity.

So, when the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) refused to participate in the Prosperity
Party, as doing so would lead to the TPLF’s loss of control of the country’s political economy,
Abiy and his new party consequently saw it as a form of betrayal to the Ethiopian nation, and the
notion of Ethiopian’s. More important, the Prosperity Party’s “blindness” to ethnicity and
religion allowed Abiy and his party to exclude the TPLF from their notion of Ethiopian’s,
without even having to counterfeit their principle of inclusivity, since the TPLF was excluded on

the basis of their independent pursuit of political interest, and not of their ethnic identity itself.

2.2.2.1.5 “Medemer’’ in the Prime Minister’s great home coming challenge

The unity Abiy promoted through ‘Medemer’ took on global dimensions after the prime minister
promoted his new Great Ethiopian Homecoming Challenge in November 2021. The challenge
itself, consists of bringing one million “Ethiopians, Ethiopian origins, and f friends of Ethiopia”
to Ethiopia for the Gregorian New Year (Great Ethiopian Homecoming, 2022). This initiative
came about after Abiy’s declaration of a nationwide state of emergency in response to the
TPLF’s advances in the Amhara regional state. More specifically, by framing the TPLF’s
advances as a growing threat to the central government, Abiy seemed to justify his promotion of
Ethiopian unity, which he extended beyond the territorial limits of Ethiopia by calling all
Ethiopians abroad to come home for the Orthodox Christmas. Abiy himself declared the
initiative to “demonstrate that Ethiopia prevails” and “would send a message of unity to the
international community” (Abiy as quoted in Desta,2022). It seems then that if every Ethiopian
individual’s common duty to the Ethiopian land overshadows their individual identities within
Ethiopia, Abiy’s relationship with the Ethiopian diaspora reflects an extension to his idea of
‘Medemer’, which negates the presence of an individual on Ethiopia’s land as a condition to its
membership of the Ethiopian nation as such. Abiy’s extension to his idea of ‘Medemer’ therefore

again reflected the workings of The TPLF had some advances, particularly in Amhara regional



state. Taking the towns of Dessie and Kombolcha were monumental gains. But it has never been
near Addis Ababa. Kombolcha is almost 380 km away, yet Western media (e.g. CCN, BBC,
New York Times) portray the TPLF as advancing on the capital. This portrayal is arguably part
of a coordinated propaganda attack on the federal government (Pereira, 2021) and deserves its
own separate analysis. But for the purpose of this paper, the reality on the ground is completely

different and requires a closer look.

An empty signifier, since the element which binds all Ethiopians together is not the Ethiopian

soil itself, but rather Ethiopians’ common duty to maintain its level of fertility, whether “at

home” or “abroad”.

Poster for #GreatHomeComing Challenge (Ethiopian Diaspora Agency, 2021)
Source:https://twitter.com/AbiyAhmedAli/status/14663072916538490967s=20&t=jqlOcwzOqQFuUG7x5DpWrFQ

As a reiteration of his idea of Medemer, Abiy’s initiative seems to take shape through and
alongside a social media movement, #NoMore, to resist what activists frame as a “Western
disinformation campaign on Ethiopia”. This “disinformation” refers to the ways Western mass
media has portrayed TPLF Recently organized by the Horn of Africa Hub, the #No more
campaign was created by a coalition of Ethiopian and Eritrean activists led by former Al Jazeera
and CBS journalist Hermela Aregawi. This social media movement, which has already gained a
global dimension and recognition, has several objectives including opposing the ongoing
Western media disinformation campaign in Ethiopia and the rest of the world, Western economic
warfare, diplomatic propaganda and military interventions in Africa in general and the “Horn of

Africa” in particular. members as victims facing the “stereotypical African dictatorship”



(Borkena,2021). Members of the #NoMore movement in Ethiopia argue that the West, and more
specifically the US, demonstrates neocolonialist behavior when reducing the current Tigray
conflict to one that is solely induced by Abiy’s “corrupted” government and by justifying the
implementation of economic sanctions to Ethiopia. The wider #NoMore movement therefore
identifies itself as a postcolonial movement which aims to resist Western discourses and political
involvement in internal African affairs by advocating for a “united Africa” in and of itself At
the time of Abiy’s promotion of his Great Homecoming Challenge, countries such as the US,
France, Germany, and Turkey urged their respective citizens to leave Ethiopia as a response to
Abiy’s declaration of a state of emergency and the ongoing conflict arguably “threatening” the
capital. In the meantime, and as a response to such actions taken on behalf of these countries, the
spokesperson for the prime minister, Billene Seyoum, welcomed Ethiopian diaspora travelers via
Twitter on the 28 December, writing: “When the world said to run from home, your heart knew
the truth! Home is indeed where the heart is” (cited in Desta, 2022). The symbolic location of
this “home” became clear in Abiy’s next Twitter statement in which he advertised his #Great

Ethiopian Homecoming Challenge:

My fellow Ethiopians here and in the Diaspora, your role in telling the world the truth is com-
mendable. In unity, we can overcome the existential threat this nation is confronted with by
forces from far & near. As children of #Adwa, we will carry #Ethiopia #ResiliantlyOnwards
(Abiy, Twitter, 21 November 2021).

Referring to his inauguration speech in 2018, Abiy cited Adwa as the symbolic representation of
the home of Ethiopians “from far and near” and used it as a reiteration of the same unity he
referred to in his speech through his idea of Ethiopian’s. Again, rather than being the Ethiopian
soil itself, it is the sacrifices committed by Ethiopians on the Ethiopian soil which have
historically united Ethiopians. In this case, Abiy made a reference to when Ethiopians defeated
Italian troops during the battle of Adwa in 1896, implicitly linking it to #NoMore’s struggle
against today’s Western “threat”. In a way, one could also understand Abiy’s statement as a
reiteration of the identity of the Ethiopian nation as being one of the few African nations to have
thwarted European colonialism, and which Abiy aims to uphold by joining and supporting
movements such as the #NoMore campaign. Therefore, in the same way Abiy has promoted the

unification of Ethiopians through the “demonization” of the TPLF and its “supporters”, Abiy



also seems to promote a “global” unity of all Ethiopians around the world to confront the

dominant Western narrative.

In the end, what this aiming of a “populist” lens at Abiy has shown is that if there is anything
inconsistent about Abiy’s rule since his election in 2018, it is perhaps the changing popular
perception of his leadership by the West, rather than his political discourse itself. So, while the
popular mass media is right in pointing out the paradoxical situation in which Abiy finds himself
now compared to three years ago. this paper has tried to show different perspective ion Abiy’s
idea of ‘medemer’ so that the reader isn’t biased and finds his/her own conclusion out of this.
And has tried to show how Abiy’s virulent reaction to the TPLF and the Western popular
narrative does not contradict his Medemer philosophy, which helped him gain such popularity
during his first election in 2018. When posing the question of how such a drastic change of
events could even take place, the Western mass media cites at least one important element of
Abiy’s populist discourse, that is, the discursive power of an “empty signifier” and the very
ambivalence upon which the latter relies. As Gardner (2018) so bluntly pointed out, surely

Abiy’s strong will to reunite the Ethiopian nation could never lead to another political drift?
2.2.2.2 Media in Ethiopia

Ethiopia has 25 publicly owned radio stations, some national and others regional. Ten privates
radio stations operate in Ethiopia. A number of other radios have regional stations and in all

31 community radio stations are operational. Ethiopia has four public newspapers and several
other state-owned regional newspapers. There are 19 privately owned newspapers. Newspaper
print runs are however very low with leading private newspapers having only 15,000 copies of
each issue in relation to operating in a population of over 100 million. Newspapers argue that
they could print more copies were it not for the ban on private printing presses. Private
newspapers that rely on state owned printers face challenges of late print papers that rely on state
owned printers face challenges of late printing and shortages of newsprint ink.(IMS,2018).

The Ethiopian government has control over all telecommunication services in the country
enabled by the support of the international community keen to combat the terrorism threat
emanating from Somalia. Equally notable is the appointment of a new Minister of Information
and Communication. In a meeting with IMS in July 2018, the Minister outlined his vision as

inclusive of the need to enhance access to information, noting that the mainstream print media is



limited to major urban centers. He also indicated a need to strengthen the government
information sharing capacity through training of the ministry and of other government
departments. (IMS,2018).

The Minister of Information and Communication also stated that capacity building must include
that of both the public and private sectors to enable the media and public-sector officials to play
their role and meet information needs of society. He noted that Ethiopia still faces challenges
concerning media literacy, hence the prevalence of hate speech on social media platforms and
the ministry wishes to contribute to a more inclusive identity framework in Ethiopia away from
the divisive ethnic based politics and issues. IMS noted a message coherence on the capacity
building issues raised by the Minister and the Ministry’s regulatory bodies including the Ethiopia
Broadcasting Authority, as well as the Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation. The Broadcasting
Regulatory Authority stated that Ethiopia has diverse languages, political views and cultures that
must all find a platform for expression in the mainstream media. In this regard, the Authority is
prepared to enter into partnerships to address skills and ethics, as well as developing and

implementing media sector codes of conduct. (IMS,2018).

2.2.3 Institutions, Enterprises, Military and People

The Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF) 's origins and military traditions date back to the
earliest history of Ethiopia. Due to Ethiopia's location between the Middle East and Africa, it has
long been in the middle of Eastern and Western politics and has been subject to foreign invasion
and aggression. In 1579, the Ottoman Empire's attempt to expand from a coastal base at
Massawa during the Ottoman conquest of Habesh was defeated. (Rothchild & Donald 1994).
The Army of the Ethiopian Empire was also able to defeat the Egyptians in 1876 at Gura, led by
Ethiopian Emperor Yohannes 1VV.( Emperor Yohannes 1V,1872-1889) (Clapham,C.,1987). wrote
in the 1980s that the "Abyssinians [had suffered] from a 'superiority complex’ which may be
traced to Gundet, Gura and Adwa". (Clapham, C., 1987)

Following the order of the emperor of Ethiopia, Nikolay Leontiev directly organized the first
battalion of the regular Ethiopian army in February 1899. Leontiev formed the first regular
battalion, the kernel of which became the company of volunteers from the former Senegal

shooters, which he chose and invited from Western Africa, with the training of the Russian and
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French officers. The first Ethiopian military band was organized at the same time. (Nikolay
Stepanovich Leontiev,2023).

2.2.3.1 Tigray war

On 8 November 2020, ENDF troops backed by militias from the Amhara and the Eritrean
Defense Forces regions were deployed to the Tigray Region in response to a coordinated
‘preemptive strike' by TPLF against the Northern Command of ENDF. Since the beginning of the
conflict, ENDF personnel has been accused of involvement in alleged war crimes against
civilians in the Tigray Region. These mere accusations include rape and other gender based
violence, as well as extrajudicial killings in Hagere Selam, Hitsats, Humera, Debre Abbay, and
other areas where the conflict is ongoing. (Massacres in Bora Selewa and Debre Abay,2021) The
prime minister of Ethiopia, Abiy Ahmed, has publicly acknowledged the possibility of war
crimes taking place within the Tigray Region. Abiy did not however link these actions to the
Ethiopian military, and instead cited such reports were likely "propaganda of exaggeration™ by

the TPLF, currently opposing federal forces in the northern region. (Associated Press,2021)

The Italian weekly magazine Panorama published a graphic video in which Amharic-speaking
ENDF soldiers killed a group of 9 people in Humera in August 2021 and then put their bodies on
fire. The video also shows torturing of one man by soldiers, then tying him up, preparing to

throw him in the river. (Panorama,2021)

The researcher tried to put the above statement as both parties claiming the start of war on one

another but nonetheless, the severe damage caused is on the land and people of Tigray.
2.3 International Politics

2.3.1 Foreign Policy, Relations with East/West

The foreign relations of Ethiopia refer to overall diplomatic relationship of Ethiopia. The

Ministry of Foreign Affairs oversees foreign relations and diplomatic missions of the country.

Ethiopia is one of few early African countries admitted to the League of Nations, becoming a

member on 28 September 1923, and was one of the founding members of the United Nations.
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During the Scramble for Africa, Ethiopia had maintained its full sovereignty over European
colonial power and fought the First Italo-Ethiopian War in 1895-96. However, the League did
not protect in accord with the envisaged "collective security" of the country, resulted Italy's
occupation of Ethiopia for 5 years (1936-1941).

From 1950s, Ethiopia participated to UN peacekeeping missions such as in Korean War and
Congo Crisis. Virtually, Ethiopia maintains diplomatic relations to most countries, and is non-

permanent member of the UN Security Council.

Under Abiy Ahmed premiership since 2018, Ethiopia repleted its relations Somalia and Eritrea.
In October 2018, Ethiopia signed peace agreement with the rebel faction ONLF ending 34 years
long conflict since 1984. ONLF has clashed with the Ethiopian troops to contain vast oil and gas
deposits, where Chinese oil firms developing two gas field in the area. In 2007, ONLF launched

deadly attack against Chinese-run oil field which killed 65 Ethiopians and 9 Chinese nationals.

During the Tigray War, Ethiopia was allied to countries such as Turkey, United Arab Emirates
and Iran (Walsh, D.,2021). who supplied drones to the Ethiopian government. With involvement
of Eritrean Defense Forces (EDF), the US President Joe Biden designated six targets of sanction

per Executive Order 14046, which was signed in September 2021.

2.3.2 UN, IGAD, AU,
2.3.2.1 United nations (UN)

Ethiopia was admitted to the League of Nations on 28 September 1923, becoming one of few
African countries to do so due to not colonized by European powers during the 19th century
Scramble for Africa. The League envisaged the membership for Ethiopia's "collective security”
and protection against external attacks. The League however was unable to maintain Ethiopia's
sovereignty as Japan invaded Manchuria, which Italy invaded Ethiopia in 1936.( Humanitarian
Response,2023)

After its resumption of independence after World War 11, Ethiopia was one of the founding
members of the United Nations. Since the 1950s, Ethiopia has keeping UN peacekeeping

missions toward Korean War and Congo Crisis and some African states like Rwanda and
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Burundi in 1990s. Ethiopia has now over 80,000 peacekeeping forces that are active.

(Humanitarian Response,2023)

The UN delivers development and humanitarian plan in Ethiopia with 28 representatives of
funds and specialized agencies in the UN Country Team (UNCT). Ethiopia is non-permanent
member of the UN Security Council which has close cooperation with the regional organizations
the African Union and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD).(The united
nations,2023)

2.3.2.2 1IGAD

The Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) is an eight-country trade bloc in
Africa. It includes governments from the Horn of Africa, Nile Valley and the African Great

Lakes. It is headquartered in Djibouti.
Member states

o Djibouti (founding member, since 1986)
e Ethiopia (founding member, since 1986)

e Somalia (founding member, since 1986)

Eritrea (admitted 1993, withdrew 2007, readmitted 2011). (IGAD,2010)

Nile Valley

e Sudan (founding member, since 1986)
e South Sudan (admitted 2011, suspended December 2021) (Reuters Africa,2011).

African Great Lakes

o Kenya (founding member, since 1986)

e Uganda (founding member, since 1986)

The Intergovernmental Authority on Development was established in 1996. It succeeded the

earlier Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and Development (IGADD), a multinational
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body founded in 1986 by Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda and Kenya, with a focus
on development and environmental control. IGADD's headquarters were later moved to Djibouti,
following an agreement signed in January 1986 by the member states. Eritrea joined the
organization in 1993, upon achieving independence.

In April 1995, the Assembly of Heads of State and Government met in Addis Ababa, where they
agreed to strengthen cooperation through the organization. This was followed with the signing of
a Letter of Instrument to Amend the IGADD Charter / Agreement on 21 March 1996. The
Revitalized IGAD, a new organizational structure, was eventually launched on 25 November
1996 in Djibouti. (IGAD,2010)

2.3.2.3 African union (AU)

Ethiopia is one of founding African states of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) (now the
African Union) on 25 May 1963 under Emperor Haile Selassie, headquartered in Addis Ababa.

At the time, the organization evolved up to 54 African states, except Morocco.

The country is driving force of maintaining UN-AU peacekeeping missions, especially in the
Horn of Africa region (Sudan and South Sudan), Darfur, South Sudan and Eritrea). The AU does
not readily aggregate the preference of each member states. Therefore, every AU norm,
institution and overlaps as consensus stated in the AU Constitution Act and its various decision
and policy making, and implementation organs. As such, the AU offers for member states like
Ethiopia to influence and impact on policy internally and regionally. (Large, D.,2010). Today,
Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa is home of major organizations such as African Union, Pan
African Chamber of Commerce and Industry, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

and African Standby Force.
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2.3.3 Relations with Eritrea

Relations between Eritrea and Ethiopia are historically adversarial.(New York times,2016).
Eritrea gained independence from Ethiopia in 1993 after the Eritrean War of Independence, after
which relations were cordial. Since independence Eritrea's relationship with Ethiopia was
entirely political, especially in the resuscitation and expansion of IGAD's scope. However, the
1998 Eritrean—Ethiopian War marked a turning point, and their relationship became increasingly

hostile.

Upon the selection of Abiy Ahmed as Ethiopian Prime Minister, a peace agreement was forged,
and ties between the neighboring countries were re-established on 9 July 2018. The alliance
between the two countries has been strengthened since then, with Eritrean troops reportedly
assisting the Ethiopian Army in the Tigray Conflict in 2020. (BBC news,2020).

Coat of Arms

B Eritrea

== Ethiopia

Flag
Population 6 081 196 (2020 estimate) 117 876 227 (2021 estimate)
Area 117 600 km? (45 400 sq mi) 1 104 300 km? (426 400 sg mi)
Population 3 . 5 .
: 51.7/km* (20/sg mi) 106.7/km* (41.2/sg mi)
Density
Capital Asmara (pop. 963 000) Addis Ababa (pop. 3 384 569)
: ’ . ) Ethnofederalist (federal) parliamentary
Government | Unitary one-party presidential republic f )
constitutional republic
Official Tigrinya (de facto), Tigre, Saho, Afar, Amharic (de facto), Orome, Tigrinya, Somali,
language Bilen, Beja, Kunama, Nara, Arabic _Afar
: S 43.8% Ethiopian Orthedox, 31.3% Islam, 22.8%
Main 50-63% Christianity, 36-48% Islam, 1-2% y 24 ;
. o P'ent'ay, 0.7% Catholic, 0.6% traditional faiths,
religions other religions (2011)

Ethnic groups

55% Tigrinya,

30% Tigre, 4% Saho, 2% Kunama, 2%

Rashaida, 2% Bilen, 5% other (Afar, Beja,

Nara) (2010 estimate)

0.8% other religions (2010)

34.6% Oromo, 27.1% Amhara, 6.2% Scemali,
6.1% Tigrinya(Tigrayan), 4.0% Sidama, 2.5%
Gurage, 19.5% other (2007 census)

Source https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eritrea%E2%80%93Ethiopia_relations
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2.3.3.1 History

While Ethiopia remained independent during the colonial conquests of Africa, Italy created a
colony called Eritrea around Asmara in the 19th century. After World War Il and Italy's defeat,
Britain occupied Eritrea. Eritrea was then federated with Ethiopia in 1952 by the ratification of
UN General Assembly Resolution 390, which ignored the independence desires of the Eritrean

people.

In the late 1950s, Eritreans began organizing an armed rebellion from their base in Cairo. In
1962, Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie unilaterally dissolved the federation and annexed

Eritrea, triggering a war that would last three decades.

Eritrea seceded from Ethiopia through their war of independence (1961-1991). Eritrea's
independence was formally recognized when it was admitted into the UN after a referendum in
1993. In December 2000, Eritrea and Ethiopia signed a peace treaty ending their war and created
a pair of binding judicial commissions, the Eritrea-Ethiopia Border Commission and the
Eritrean-Ethiopian Claims Commission, to rule on their disputed border and related claims. In
April 2002 The Commission released its decision with a clarification in 2003. (London
BBC,2005). Disagreements following the war have resulted in stalemate punctuated by periods
of elevated tension and renewed threats of war. (London BBC,2005). Since these decisions
Ethiopia has refused to permit the physical demarcation of the border while Eritrea insists the
border must be demarcated as defined by the commission. Consequently, the Boundary

Commission ruled boundary as virtually demarcated and effective.

Eritrea maintains a military force on its border with Ethiopia roughly equal in size to Ethiopia's
force, which has required a general mobilization of a significant portion of the population.
Eritrea has viewed this border dispute as an existential threat to itself in particular and the
African Union in general, because it deals with the supremacy of colonial boundaries in Africa.

Since the border conflict Ethiopia no longer uses Eritrean ports for its trade. (BBC news,2002).

During the border conflict and since, Ethiopia has fostered militants against Eritrea (including

ethnic separatists and religiously based organizations).(VOA news,2007). Eritrea has retaliated
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by hosting militant groups against Ethiopia as well. The United Nations Security Council argues

that Eritrea and Ethiopia have expanded their dispute to a second theater, Somalia.

In March 2012, Ethiopia attacked Eritrean army outposts along the border. Addis Ababa said the
assault was in retaliation for the training and support given by Asmara to subversives while
Eritrea said the U.S. knew of the attacks, an accusation denied by US officials. (Clottey, P.2018).

2.3.3.2 Abiy Ahmed premiership

At a summit on 8 July 2018 in Asmara, Eritrean President Isaias Afewerki and Ethiopian Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed pledged to restore diplomatic relations and open their borders to each
other.(CBC News, 2018).The next day, they signed a joint declaration formally ending the
Eritrean—Ethiopian border conflict.(BBC news,2018). Another peace agreement was signed in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia on 16 September later that year.(Reuters.,2018).

In September 2018, the increased close contacts of senior leadership in the Eritrea—Ethiopia
relationship extended to the Tripartite Agreement that also included Somalia. Martin Plaut
suggested that during a January 2020 trilateral meeting and bilateral Eritrea—Ethiopia visits in
2020, the leaders of the three countries discussed plans for the Tigray War prior to its official
start with the 4 November 2020 Northern Command attacks. (Plaut, M.,2021).

2.3.3.3 Resident diplomatic missions

o Eritrea has an embassy in Addis Ababa.

o Ethiopia has an embassy in Asmara.

This chapter has tried to include the political organizations of the ruling prosperity party of
Ethiopia the researcher has tried to show the formation of the party and the law formation of it
how the media works and how the ruling is assumed as populist by trying to show the idea of

populism from different aspects.by trying to look into

Abiy’s ‘Medemer’ philosophy through Laclau’s concept of the “empty signifier” in order to

examine the discursive means through which the prime minister has upheld his high level of
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popularity even when political actions taken on behalf of his party seemingly contravened the
very principles of his philosophy

Accordingly, this research has left the opinion to the readers but at the same time has tried to
show why the researcher argues that what makes Abiy and his Prosperity Party populist is their
discursively normalizing the ambivalence upon which their political ideology relies, by
presenting ‘Medemer’ as a collective value of all “the Ethiopian people”, while simultaneously
using ‘Medemer’ as a means to justify the exclusion of others from the same construction of “the
Ethiopian people” at home and abroad. With his ‘Medemer’ philosophy, Abiy has been able to
promote inclusivity within Ethiopia through the exclusion of the TPLF, and to justify exclusion

of the TPLF through the promotion of the very inclusivity of the Ethiopian nation.



Section Three: The Forgotten War

3.1 The Tigray War

Below the war in Tigray in classified three sections: prewar, the war (which lasted for two years)

and post war negotiations and deals made.

3.1.1 Over-view of the war in Tigray

The Tigray War was an armed conflict that lasted from 3 November 2020 to 3 November 2022.
(Al Jazeera.,2022). The war was primarily fought in the Tigray Region of Ethiopia between the
Ethiopian federal government and Eritrea on one side, and the Tigray People's Liberation Front
(TPLF) on the other.(Paravicini, G. and Endeshaw, D.,2020).

After years of increased tensions and hostilities between the TPLF and the governments of
Ethiopia and Eritrea, fighting began when Tigrayan security forces attacked the Northern
Command headquarters of the Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF), alongside a number of
other bases in Tigray.(Paravicini, G. and Endeshaw, D.,2020). The ENDF counterattacked from
the south — while Eritrean Defense Forces (EDF) began launching attacks from the north — which
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed described as "law enforcement operations.(VOA.,2020). Federal
allied forces captured Mekelle, the capital of the Tigray Region, on 28 November, after which
Abiy declared the operation "over." (VOA.,2020). However, the TPLF stated soon afterwards
that it would continue fighting until the "invaders™ were out, (The Economist,2020) and on 28
June 2021, the Tigray Defense Forces (TDF) retook Mekelle; by July the same year, they had
also advanced into the Amhara and Afar regions. In early November 2021, the TDF, together
with the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA), took control of several towns on the highway south
from Tigray Region towards Addis Ababa, and the TPLF stated that it considered "marching on
the capital.(David, E. and Angus, M.,2021).Together with seven smaller rebel groups, the TPLF
and OLA declared a coalition aiming to "dismantle Abiy's government by force or by

negotiations, and then form a transitional authority."

After a successful government counter-offensive in response, and then a series of negotiations
with the TPLF, Ethiopia declared an indefinite humanitarian truce on 24 March 2022, in order to

allow the delivery of humanitarian aid into Tigray. (Al Jazeera.,2022). However, fighting
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dramatically re-escalated in late August 2022, after peace talks broke down. Rapid mobilization
of troops soon followed, with Ethiopia, Eritrea and Tigray reportedly organizing hundreds of
thousands of troops against each other by October the same year. (Chothia, F. and Bekit,
T.2022). After a number of peace and mediation proposals in the intervening years, Ethiopia and

the Tigrayan rebel forces agreed to a cessation of hostilities.

This war has mainly demobilized and dispersed families to Sudan and other neighboring
countries. Since it was mainly in the Tigray region the people of Tigray have suffered from the

consequences the war has brought.

3.2 Pre-War

3.2.1 Abiy Ahmed and the background of today’s conflict
The current prime minister of Ethiopia, Abiy Ahmed, was appointed as prime minister in
2018. (Britannica,2022)
Ahmed was part of the Oromo People’s Democratic Organization (OPDO), and he was already
elected as a member of the House of People’s Representatives in 2010. Before becoming the
prime minister of Ethiopia, Ahmed served as the minister of science and technology, but left that
position to become the vice president of the Oromia regional government.
When Ahmed came to power as the prime minister within the Ethiopian government, he vowed
to make some reforms. (BBC News,2022)
In 2019, Ahmed founded a new party called the “Prosperity Party” (PP). With this new party,
Ahmed wanted to get rid of division in the country that had been promoted by the EPRDF.
(Al Jazeera,2019)
Since the Ethiopian government had encouraged different regions to self-govern themselves,
there were many regional elections, as well as the national elections. Ahmed made it a
priority to make peace with a lot of ethnical groups in the country, and he signed a peace
agreement with Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONFL), after over 30 years of conflict.40
Furthermore, Ahmed wanted to sign a peace treaty, since the two countries had a protracted
border conflict. In 2018, Ahmed announced that Ethiopia would fulfill the 2000 peace
agreement. This was a great achievement for the Ethiopian government, and Ahmed received the

Nobel Peace Prize for settling the prolonged conflict the neighboring country.
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Ahmed’s idea with PP was to unite the country under one party, instead of recognizing for ethnic
differences. Ethiopia, consisting of over 90 ethnicities, the division between the population is
very apparent. \WDMI.,2019).

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, the elections that were supposed to be held in August 2020
had to be postponed. The regional elections were also supposed to be postponed, and some
regional parties did not oppose Ahmed’s position, did not carry out any regional elections.43
However, TPLF decided to go through with the elections and they were deemed illegal, and
Ahmed denied the outcome. (Al Jazeera,2019).

Even though the Tigrayans decided to carry out their elections, Ahmed stated that the
government would not respond with force, although the elections were illegal. (Reuters, 2020).
Since the elections were not recognized by the federal government, the TPLF was considered to
be holding power in Tigray illegally.

Therefore, the Ethiopian government installed a new interim government in the region of Tigray,
and removed the sitting Tigrayan government. Mulu Nega, was replaced by the former Abraham
Belay, the former minister of innovation and technology within the Ethiopian government. (Al
Jazeera, 2021).

The federal government and TPLF already had a constrained relationship, which means the war
is a sum of different issues arising between the federal government and TPLF for example the
incident of the election that was supposed to be made in 2020, The government refused
conducting the election due to covid-19 pandemic and the TPLF mentioned this act of the
government was against the rule of law. And this divided them even further. The TPLF saw the
federal government as their enemies, and although they had carried out their own regional
elections, the federal government was present on Tigrayan territories. TPLF professed that they
would drive out the federal government, and even sent out a statement saying: “The government
of Tigray calls upon our people and army of Tigray to intensify their struggle until our enemies
completely leave Tigray” (The Guardian,2021).

This came after the federal government of Ethiopia had declared a ceasefire in June 2021, but
TPLF completely dismissed it and wanted the government out of the region.

Therefore, TPLF intensified their forces and forced the government out of the capital of Tigray,
Mekelle. (VOA,2022) As a result, Ethiopian government forces was ordered to launch a military

offensive against the TPLF.



3.2.2 The origin of TPLF
The TPLF, was founded in the 1970’s. When many Africans were demanding a change in terms
of revolution and liberation. (DW., 2022).
Among those that were demanding a change in Ethiopia were some young men from Tigray.
This led to the founding of TPLF as they were dissatisfied with the Ethiopian government.
During this time, the TPLF rose as a result of the turmoil that was taking place in the country.
In 1989, the TPLF gained a new leader by the name Meles Zenawi. Zenawi, hailing from
the Tigray region, decided to expand the relationships with other ethnic groups in Ethiopia.
The TPLF and the Ethiopian People’s Democratic Movement (EPDM), formed an alliance,
and later on, created the Ethiopian People’ Revolutionary Democratic Front was founded,
(EPRDF). (The Guardian,2012).
The EPDM mainly consisted of Amhara’s, an ethnic group in Ethiopia, and when they formed
EPRDF with TPLF, the EPRDF mainly consisted of Tigrayans, and they help the majority of the
positions in the party. After overthrowing the sitting government in 1991, leading the former
military dictator Haile Mariam Mengistu to leave Ethiopia, a new government was formed under
the ruling of EPRDF. Zenawi took his place in the newly installed transitional government in
Ethiopia, and served as the president from 1991 to 1995. Zenawi was elected as the new
Ethiopian prime minister during the elections of 1995. (Columbia University, 2010).and this was
a post that he held until his death in 2012.
Since Zenawi, the new ruler of the country, was part of the TPLF, the group could influence the
ruling of the country. After his death, the former deputy prime minister and minister of Foreign
Affairs, Hailemariam Desalegn stepped in as the prime minister of Ethiopia. Desalegn remained
in power from 2012-2018, when he resigned. Many Ethiopians were surprised, and Desalegn
argued that he resigned because the country needed sustainable peace and democracy and this

would be able to happen because of his resignation. (The Guardian,2018).



3.3 War

On November 4, 2020, just over a year after winning the Nobel Peace Prize, the Ethiopian
prime minister launched a military offensive against the TPLF, in northern

Ethiopia. (DW.,2022).

Since the beginning of this internal armed conflict between the Ethiopian government and the
TPLF, the Eritrean military has been an ally force for the Ethiopian Government. TPLF, on the
other hand, mostly consisted of civilians from Tigray who took a short military training to fight
against the federal Government and it’s allied forces. The researcher believes the act of civilians
in the Tigray region willingly joining the war showed how these unarmed civilians were being
targeted in their homes which in turn left them with no choice. There have been numerous
reports of war crimes and ethnic cleansing by Al Jazeera.

Thousands of people have been raped, killed or forced to flee their homes due to the ongoing
violence. Although the ongoing conflict that is happening in the Tigray region today has ended,
there has been little to no coverage on what has happened in the region, the history between the

Ethiopian government, and the TPLF run much deeper.

3.3.1 Communications Blackouts, Media Access, and Contested Narratives

Communications cuts, access restrictions, propaganda, and disinformation have made it difficult
to confirm information on developments in Tigray. Phone and internet connections were cut
when the conflict began, and the parties trade blame for the outages. Communications were later
restored in some areas. Groups that monitor internet freedom attribute the shutdown to the
federal government—there have been at least 13 internet shutdowns in Ethiopia under the Abiy
administration. (Netblocks, 2020).

All communications were cut again in late June, and the military dismantled U.N. satellite
communications equipment in Mekelle. Federal authorities did not grant journalists access to
Tigray during the first four months of the conflict, and access since has been subject to
authorization. Journalists covering the war have faced threats, intimidation, and arrest.

Ethiopian journalists are especially vulnerable, but foreign correspondents and researchers also

have reported harassment. (Al Jazeera, 2021)



The government expelled ICG’s Ethiopia analyst in November and in May revoked the
accreditation of a New York Times reporter whose coverage of abuses by government-aligned
forces was reportedly seen as creating diplomatic pressure.

When reports of troops blocking aid emerged in May 2021, Secretary Blinken issued a statement
of concern, calling Eritrean and Amhara forces’ conduct particularly problematic and urging
their withdrawal.

Days later, the Foreign Ministry alleged the existence of “a concerted campaign to exert undue
Pressure against Ethiopia,” referencing “unfair and unwarranted” international statements on the
humanitarian and human rights situation and refuting reports of a crackdown on the press.

(On the same day, CNN reported that Ethiopian troops had threatened the staff of a Tigray
hospital for “tarnishing Ethiopia’s image” in media reports. (CNN,2021).

Both sides have sought to shape the public narrative on the conflict through their media outlets
and social media. Activists and diaspora members also use social media to circulate information
about the crisis and influence public discourse.

News of the international media show the condition in Tigray but the federal Government
referred that as fake news and the diaspora community stood on the side of the government on
this refusing to believe the repetitive news and after this the movement of #NoMore started.

(Which was a movement against the international media producing fake news).

The text written on the wall says “The people of Tigray we have now given you to Eritrean

troops let them eat you alive”.



CNN. (2021). “Ethiopian soldiers armed with guns and grenades raid hospital.

The government alleges that the TPLF has infiltrated the refugee camps in Sudan to spread
disinformation, and its statements discounting abuses reported by refugees have led some
observers to accuse the government of a systematic campaign to discredit refugee accounts.
Pro-government social media accounts allege that the TPLF has infiltrated media and human
rights organizations or provided them with false information.

The Prime Minister’s spokesperson has accused unnamed foreign actors of an orchestrated attack
that is condescending in nature, often patronizing in tone, belligerent in approach and destructive
in the outcome. She asserts that Ethiopia is the victim of false narratives spread by TPLF
sympathizers abroad.

Abiy has accused the international community of ignoring TPLF crimes and suggests that some
seek to resuscitate and use the terrorist group for their own agenda.

Eritrean officials have made similar accusations against the United States. Some Ethiopian
officials have alleged a regime change conspiracy by the West, while others have accused aid

organizations of smuggling weapons to the TPLF. (Frealem, S.,2021)

3.3.2 Humanitarian and Human Rights Concerns in Tigray

The situation in Tigray is one of the worst food emergencies globally: aid agencies estimate that
5.2 million people there need food aid. (WFP.,2021).

USAID’s Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) reported in May that some
Tigrayans were experiencing famine conditions, and in June, the U.N. and aid partners released
analysis indicating that over 350,000 people were facing catastrophic conditions and warning

that the situation was expected to worsen.

After the Ethiopian government challenged that analysis, an international committee of
humanitarian experts concluded in July that, despite data gaps, there was clear evidence to
support an estimate of 400,000 people in catastrophic conditions. (IPC.,2021).

USAID assesses that the number already in famine conditions may be up to 900,000 people.87
The U.N. Secretary-General has described the situation as “hellish.” UNICEF reports that over
2.2 million children in northern Ethiopia are acutely food insecure and estimates a ten-fold
increase in Tigray’s annual caseload of children needing treatment for acute malnutrition over
the next year. (UNHCR.,2020).



UNICEF also reports that almost half of all pregnant and breastfeeding women in Tigray are
acutely malnourished. Farmers in much of the region missed the planting season, and the next
harvest is expected to be a fraction of normal yields. Roughly a third of Tigray’s population, over
two million people, are internally displaced.

Aid delivery has been constrained by bureaucratic impediments, movement restrictions and
threats by armed actors, hostilities, and infrastructure damage.

Eritrean troops reportedly have restricted or blocked access to parts of the region, and have been
implicated in rapes, killings, and the looting and destruction of medical facilities, food stocks,
crops, and livestock. (Robbie, C.,2021).

U.S. officials assert that the Ethiopian and Eritrean militaries have “laid waste to Tigray’s food
supply,” and accuse Ethiopia’s military allies of seeking to “eliminate livelihoods.” (UN, 2021).
In March, Médecins Sans Frontiérs (MSF) reported a deliberate and widespread attack on health
care,” documenting facilities that had been looted, vandalized and destroyed, with much of the
damage appearing intended “to render them nonfunctional. (MSF.,2021).

Health workers are threatened, mobile health teams are systematically prevented from accessing
certain populations, health facilities remain unsafe, the U.N. reported in May. Furthermore, the
report also noted armed actors accusing aid workers of “supporting the former government (the
TPLF), and carrying weapons.” Three MSF staff were killed in June. U.N. reports indicate that
restrictions by military forces severely impeded humanitarian access to rural areas, where needs

are most severe, until their withdrawal. (UN., 2021).

3.3.3 Eritrean Refugees in Tigray

The U.N. refugee agency (UNHCR) has repeatedly raised alarm over the safety of Eritrean
refugees in Tigray, many of whom fled forced military conscription and other abuses in Eritrea.
(UNHCR.,2020).

Tigray was home to over 95,000 refugees when the conflict began, most living in camps and
reliant on aid. Two camps near the Eritrean border—hosting nearly 34,000 refugees—were
reported to have been “systematically destroyed” in early 2021; UNHCR says refugees were
caught in the crossfire and some may have been killed or forced by Eritrean forces to return to
Eritrea. (Zecharias, Z.2021).



Some refugees fled to other camps, but thousands are missing. Accounts of new attacks

on refugees in the remaining camps emerged in July; the State Department says reports that
“armed forces affiliated with the TPLF and Tigrayan militias” were responsible are credible.

The attacks have elevated concerns for safety of the 25,000 Eritreans in those camps, given them
proximity to ongoing hostilities and the prospect that refugees may become scapegoats for
abuses some Tigrayans attribute to Eritrean forces. UNHCR has commenced an effort to relocate

them.

3.3.4 Economic Troubles Worsen

The war in northern Ethiopia has taken a heavy economic toll on Ethiopia, and concerns about
the country’s security and stability have had an impact on foreign investment inflows and
economic growth, compounding effects from the COVID-19 pandemic. (BBC News,2021).

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) forecasts GDP growth of just under 2% for 2021, down
from 6% in 2020, after averaging over 9% during the last decade. The Tigray conflict has cost
the government over $1 billion, and as the conflict expands, the cost will rise.

Ethiopia is struggling with an acute foreign currency shortage, and the inflation rate has surged.
In what may signal a cash crunch, the Foreign Ministry has announced the closure of over 30
diplomatic missions abroad. In August, the central bank directed banks to suspend lending based
on collateral, as officials suggested “economic sabotage” was destabilizing the economy.
(Reuters,2021).

Ethiopia is soliciting contributions for the war, including from the diaspora. Federal authorities
have asked banks and other businesses to contribute; civil servants have reportedly been asked to
donate a month’s salary. (Addis Fortune,2021).

3.4 Talks, Negotiations, Deals

On 5 October, 2022 both the Ethiopian government and TDF accepted an invitation by the AU to
have peace talks in South Africa, initially scheduled to take place between 7-8 October.
(Paravicini, G.,2022). However, talks were soon postponed, reportedly due to a combination of
factors, including poor planning, logistical issues, the rapid escalation of fighting, and concerns
from the TPLF about not having enough information available on how the talks would be
conducted. (Burke, J.,2022).


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa

Eventually, a new date for peace negotiations was set for 25 October, where talks would take
place in Pretoria, at South Africa's Department of International Relations and Cooperation.
(DIRCO.,2022).

The talks were jointly mediated by AU Horn of Africa envoy and former Nigerian President
Olusegun Obasanjo, former Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta, United States Horn of Africa
envoy Mike Hammer, and former Deputy-President of South Africa Phumzile Mlambo-
Ngcuka..TPLF spokesperson Getachew Reda and Ethiopian national security advisor Redwan
Hussein acted as the lead negotiators. (York, G.,2022). Though originally scheduled to last from
25 to 30 October, this was later extended by a few more days.

Hopes that these talks could definitively stop the war were noted as being low; fighting did not
appear to slow down, even as peace discussions began, (Burke, J.,2022). and Eritrean forces, in
particular, were reportedly still engaged in the Killing of civilians for most of the negotiating
period. On 28 October, Ethiopia vocalized their distrust about the motives of unspecified
"western entities" during the process, alleging that "unsubstantiated and politically motivated"
claims were being made about the war for a "sinister" agenda, that "irresponsible propaganda”
from the TPLF was being repeated uncritically, and further stated that "venerable organizations

and well-meaning actors could be unwitting participants in this campaign.” (Ndebele, L.,2022).

Still, despite these concerns, negotiations continued On 2 November 2022, the Ethiopian federal
government and the TPLF released a joint statement, in which they stated that they had "agreed
to permanently silence the guns and end the two years of conflict in northern Ethiopia."
Obasanjo explained that the agreement will involve a "systematic, orderly, smooth and

coordinated disarmament.” (Feleke, B.2022).

3.4.1 Terms of Agreement and measures taken to improve the life of the Tigray people

The full agreement contains a preamble, and 15 articles, starting with the objectives of the
agreement (Article 1), followed by the general principles underlying the ceasefire (Article 2).
Article 13 instructs both parties to "implement this Agreement in good faith," and avoid trying to
undermine it. (Addis Standard, 2022).The agreement forbids "all forms of hostilities," both direct
and indirect; this includes participating in proxy wars, using hate speech, propaganda, airstrikes

or landmines, or collaborating with any hostile "external force" against each other. (Addis
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Standard, 2022).Both parties agreed to follow international human rights laws and protect
civilians from human rights violations. Specific condemnations were made towards acts of
sexual and gender-based violence, violence against children (including the use of child soldiers),
violence against women and girls, and violence against the elderly. (Addis Standard, 2022).The
Ethiopian government agreed to allow humanitarian aid into the country as soon as possible, and
reintegrate internally displaced persons and refugees into Ethiopian society, provided it is safe
enough to do so. Both parties agreed to cooperate with each other, as well as with humanitarian
agencies working to reunite families. Both parties also agreed to not misappropriate aid, and
make sure it is actually used for humanitarian purposes. (Addis Standard, 2022). However, the
allocation and distribution of humanitarian aid is once again on halt due to accusations of
corruption on both the regional and federal government. Furthermore, areas like Western Tigray
and some parts of Northern Tigray (Zalambessa, Irob) are still under the occupation of Eritrean
military and the Fano militia from Ambhara region. This has made it impossible for any

humanitarian aid to reach the people living in those areas.

3.4.1.4 Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration

Ethiopia and the TPLF agreed that an open communication channel should be created "within 24
hours™ of signing the agreement. Both parties also needed to recognize that Ethiopia "has only
one defense force,” that Tigrayan rebel forces should "demobilize and reintegrate™, and that the
TPLF must completely disarm within 30 days of signing. (Harter, F.,2022).

3.4.1.5 Confidence-building measures
The TPLF agreed to:

1. Respect the authority of the government.
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"Refrain from aiding and abetting, supporting, or collaborating with any armed or

subversive group in any part of the country.”

3. Respect the "constitutional mandate of the Federal Government" to send troops and
security forces into Tigray.

4. Not conscript, train or deploy military forces, or to act in "preparation for conflict.”

5. Respect Ethiopian sovereignty, and to not undermine it, either on their own, or through
"relations with foreign powers."

6. Not force a change in the government through unconstitutional means. (Addis Standard,

2022).

Meanwhile, the government agreed to:

Stop all military operations against "TPLF combatants."
Restore basic, essential services to Tigray as soon as possible.

Stop designating the TPLF as a terrorist group.

A w e

Provide unhindered humanitarian access to Tigray. (Addis Standard, 2022).
3.4.1.6 Restoration of federal authority and Tigrayan representation

As part of the agreement, the ENDF will be deployed along the international borders of Ethiopia;
the agreement states that they must "safeguard the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and security
of the country from foreign incursion and ensure that there will be no provocation or incursion
from either side of the border.” (Addis Standard, 2022).

Federal authorities will also take "full and effective control” of all aviation space, airports and
highways in Tigray. (Dahir, A.,2022).The agreement stipulates that the Ethiopian federal
government must be allowed to reestablish authority in the Tigray Region, including in the
capital of Mekelle, and that "the ENDF and other relevant Federal Institutions shall have an
expeditious, smooth, peaceful, and coordinated entry" into the city. In exchange, government
guaranteed that Tigray will be properly represented in government institutions, so as to not
violate the Ethiopian constitution. (Addis Standard, 2022)."Within a week" of the TPLF's
terrorist designation being removed — but before elections are held — an "Inclusive Regional
Administration™ should be established; (Harter, F.,2022). A week after the removal of the
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"terrorist” designation, both parties must engage in a political dialogue to "find lasting solutions."
Ethiopia also agreed to institute a transitional justice policy that will aim to be accountable and
truthful, and give justice to victims. Additionally, both parties pledged to resolve "issues of
contested areas,” in a way that complies with the Constitution of Ethiopia. (Addis Standard,
2022).1t was agreed that this process must be monitored and observed by a "Joint Committee,"
with one representative each from the Ethiopian government, the TPLF and the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), all while being presided over by the
African Union through a High-Level Panel. (Addis Standard, 2022).

3.5 Implementation

3.5.1 Nairobi Declaration

On 7 November 2022, five days after the agreement was signed, Ethiopian and Tigrayan military
officials — primarily, ENDF Chief of Staff Birhanu Jula and Tigray Defence Forces (TDF)
Commander-in-Chief Tadesse Werede — met for a new set of talks in Nairobi, Kenya, in order to
discuss restoring humanitarian access to the Tigray Region, as well as the process of Tigrayan
disarmament. (Kaledzi, 1.,2022). On 12 November, they signed a declaration reaffirming their
commitment to the original agreement, laid out the specifics of how to implement it, and agreed
to begin the Tigrayan disarmament process on 15 November. (Mersie, A.,2022) Both parties also
agreed to create a Joint Committee, per the agreement's rules on "Monitoring, Verification, and

Compliance.

3.5.2 Humanitarian access

In the immediate days after the signing of the Pretoria agreement, Tigrayan civilians,
international observers and humanitarian organizations expressed a hope that aid would finally
be made available in the region. The agreement stated that Ethiopia must "mobilize and expedite
humanitarian assistance for all those in need. (Addis Standard, 2022).Within hours of the
agreement being signed, UN personnel began talks with Ethiopian officials to remove the

blockade, with supplies already prepared to be sent in immediately. (Burke, J., 2022).
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By 9 November, concerns were being vocalized about the continued lack of aid to Tigray, as a
number of humanitarian agencies were reporting that they were being prevented from delivering
aid to the area. (Mersie, A., 2022).

On 11 November, Ethiopia's Redwan Hussein responded to these concerns by saying that "aid is
flowing like no other times." This statement was seemingly at odds with outside reports, and was
deemed to be false by Tigrayan officials and local humanitarian workers, with Getachew Reda
telling Agence France-Presse (AFP) that Redwan was "plucking his facts out of thin air.(Al
Jazeera,2022).0n 12 November, military leaders from both parties announced in a joint
statement that, as part of the Nairobi declaration, they had agreed to lift the restrictions on aid to
those who needed it in Tigray and the surrounding regions; Obasanjo made assurances that
humanitarian access would "begin with immediate effect. (Al Jazeera, 2022). Later that same
day, Ethiopian authorities stated that they were making efforts to "deliver humanitarian
assistance to most of the Tigray region,” of which around 70% was now claimed to be under

their control.

On 15 November, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) announced that, for the
first time since August, their delivery of medical supplies had reached the Tigrayan capital of
Mekelle. The World Food Programme and World Health Organization also sent in nearly 18,000
metric tons of aid. (Addis Standard, 2022). Even with this relaxation of restrictions, however,
UN officials stated in late November that some parts of Tigray — namely in the Southern and
Eastern zones — "remain constrained,” and called for restrictions in these areas to be lifted. (Al
Jazeera, 2022). In early January 2023, the biggest hospital in the region claimed that they were
still short on medical supplies, and had not received enough help from the federal government to

alleviate this shortage.

3.5.3 Restoration of services

The Commercial Bank of Ethiopia stated on 12 November that access to backing services had
been restored in the Western Zone of Tigray (which was still under occupation by the Amhara
Region), and was planning on doing the same in Mekelle. On 23 November, Ethiopian Airlines

announced it was prepared to have regularly scheduled flights into Tigray resume (with flights
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between Addis Ababa and Mekelle returning in late December) (BBC News,2022). Ethio
Telecom reestablished its telecommunication services in Shire on 2 December, and by the end of
the month, they had also returned to Mekelle and 27 other towns in the region. (Bekit,
T.,2022).0n 6 December, Ethiopian Electric Power said that it had restored Mekelle's access to
Ethiopia's overall electrical grid. On 29 November, Ethiopian official Belete Molla stated that,
while they planned to restore Tigray's access to the internet eventually, they did not have a set

timeline on when this would occur.

3.5.4 Cessation of hostilities

In accordance with the agreement, a hotline between the two parties was established, (Holland,
H. and Wilkes, T., 2022). with the goal of fully communicating with all their units to stop
fighting, and prevent mistrust from developing, according to an anonymous official familiar with
the Nairobi discussions. Despite these assurances, however, some Tigrayan officials alleged as
early as 4 November that attacks from Ethiopian and Eritrean forces were still taking place.
News agencies were unable to verify these claims independently, as Tigray was reportedly still

under an information blackout.

On 9 November, Mohammed Idris, Director-General of the Ethiopian Media Authority (EMA),
announced that new guidelines were being established for how the Ethiopian media reports on
news of these negotiations. This was done as a way to keep it in line with the peace agreement's
rules against hate speech and propaganda, as "false information and hateful speech are
counterproductive to the ideas of peace. (Addis Standard, 2022).The 12 November declaration
makes a specific note about a "Responsible Use of Media,"” stating that media controlled by both
parties should "play a constructive role” in carrying out the aims of the Pretoria agreement. A

street in Shire, Tigray Region, where disarmament talks were being held.

3.5.5 Disarmament and withdrawal

On 1 December 2022, the Ethiopian—TPLF Joint Committee met in Shire, Tigray Region to
begin a new set of talks on carrying out disarmament. One day later, the TPLF announced that
they had withdrawn their troops from a number of towns and cities, (Kirstos, M., 2022). And by

4 December, Tadesse Werede stated that around 65% of their forces had withdrawn.
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Starting on 10 January 2023, Tigrayan forces began the process of handing over their heavy
weaponry to the ENDF. (VOA, 2023).

3.5.6 Amhara and Eritrea

The Nairobi Declaration added a corollary to the Tigrayan armament clause, which stated that
the disarming of heavy weapons "will be done concurrently with the withdrawal of foreign and
non-ENDF forces in the region." In spite of this, Eritrea, as well as Amhara regional forces,
continued to engage in fighting, even as the federal government expressed support for peace.
(Addis Standard, 2022).According to eyewitnesses, aid workers and Tigrayan officials, both
Eritrean and Amhara forces were responsible for Kkillings, looting, kidnappings and mass
detentions throughout November 2022, including in Shire, where disarmament talks were later
held.

The Eritrean Defense Forces started withdrawing from Shire and Axum on 29 December.
Despite this, humanitarian workers said that the EDF was still maintaining a presence in the
region, and according to Addis Standard, both EDF and Amhara forces continued to be in Tigray

by early January 2023.
3.5.7 Interim Regional Administration of Tigray

In mid-March 2023, the TPLF central committee voted internally in favor of recommending
Getachew Reda (18 votes out of 41) as the head of the Interim Regional Administration of
Tigray (IRA). (Addis Standard, 2023).The federal-level Cabinet met the following day to
establish guidelines for the IRA. On 23 March, prime minister Abiy Ahmed declared that
Getachew Reda was appointed to the position of head of the IRA.

3.6 Aftermath

There is general acknowledgement among the mediators, as well as some outside observers, that
the agreement represents a step towards peace, but that true peace had yet to be fully realized.
(Shirbon, E.,2022). Olusegun Obasanjo said, after the agreement was signed, that "this moment

is not the end of the peace process. Implementation of the peace agreement signed today is
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critical for its success.” Uhuru Kenyatta said that "the lasting solution can only be through
political engagement and being able to accommodate our differences,” but cautioned that "the
devil will be in the implementation.” Rama Yade, French politician and senior director at the
Atlantic Council, stated that while the agreement is a step forward, peace had not been achieved
yet. She further said that in order for a cessation of hostilities to turn into peace, the agreement

has to be implemented "decisively," and unresolved issues would need to be addressed.
3.6.1 Tigrayan disarmament

Prior to this agreement, the TPLF had rejected calls to disarm by the Ethiopian government, and
questions have been raised as to how it will be carried out, or if it will be successful; Eritrea's
continued presence in Tigray was noted as a potential roadblock to this being achieved. (Harter,
F.,2022). Peace and conflict studies professor Kjetil Tronvoll argued the issue of disarmament
would be "extremely controversial,” thinking it unlikely that TDF would voluntarily disarm "in
the face of an enemy they have been fighting for two years." Benjamin Petrini of the
International Institute for Strategic Studies questioned what security guarantees would be

provided to the TPLF, saying they would not completely disarm for "vague promises."

The Global Society of Tigray Scholars and Professionals (GSTS), an organization representing
5,000 Tigrayan academics, strongly rejected the disarmament clause. While they welcomed the
peace agreement overall, they argued that disarmament was "illogical™ and "self-defeating,” and
that it could potentially undermine the ceasefire. They stated that entrusting all of Tigray's
security to the ENDF made Tigrayans too vulnerable to possible violent attacks, particularly
from the Eritrean military and Amhara regional forces. The GSTS argued, instead, that the TDF
should be strengthened, describing the actions of Ethiopian and Eritrean allied troops as
genocidal, and therefore, not to be trusted with the protection of Tigrayans. (Addis Standard,
2022).

3.6.2 Eritrea

Eritrea's absence from the peace talks was noted by many news outlets, and by many
international observant of the peace agreement between the federal government and the TPLF

both before and after the agreement was signed. (Burke, J.,2022). Eritrean authorities made no
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statements on the agreement, nor did they respond to most requests for comment. It was also not
clear if they would agree to the ceasefire, and it was suggested that President Isaias Afwerki's
long-standing antagonism to the TPLF would disincentives him from withdrawing Eritrean
forces. When asked by Reuters, Eritrean Foreign Minister Osman Saleh said that he had no
comment, as "he had just received the documents. (Shirbon, E., 2022). Eritrea was firmly on the
side of the Ethiopian government throughout the war, and was attributed responsibility for high-
profile atrocities such as the Axum massacre. Their outsized role led to them being described by
Le Monde contributor Noé Hochet-Bodin as a "shadow [that] looms over the conflict.(Hochet,
B., 2022).

The negotiating and mediating parties, likewise, generally chose not to address the gquestion of
Eritrea outright. When asked questions about it during the Nairobi talks, Uhuru Kenyatta said
that they were "not here to talk about any particular country this way or that way," and were
instead focused on the topic of peace. Ethiopia's Redwan Hussein said that Ethiopia and Tigray
were so busy fighting each other that it "paved the way for a third party to undermine us further.”
He also said that this unnamed third party "may not be interested in this peace process"; the

Associated Press interpreted this as an indirect comment about Eritrea.

While Eritrea is not mentioned by name, sections in the Pretoria document about stopping
"provocation or incursion from either side of the border" were interpreted by East Africa
correspondent for The New York Times, Abdi Latif Dahir, as being directed towards Eritrea.
(Dahir, A.,2022).The International Crisis Group's Alan Boswell also supported this
interpretation, saying that the provision may have been "designed to assure the Tigrayans that
Eritrea will withdraw. (Shirbon, E.,2022). Etana Habte, assistant history professor at James
Madison University, said the choice to not mention Eritrea directly may have been a deliberate
attempt to ease Eritrea into complying to the agreement, as the African Union "doesn't have the
military ability to enforce its decisions and relies on the support and alliance of member
countries. (Zelalem, Z., 2022).
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Section Four: The International Community

4.1 UN and ‘Responsibility to Protect’(R2P)

The UNSC has repeatedly expressed concern about the violence committed upon the Tigray
an civilian population and, in particular, the sexual and gender-based violence against women
and children in Tigray: "The members of the Security Council expressed their deep concern
about allegations of human rights violations and abuses, including reports of sexual violence
against women and girls in the Tigray region, and called for investigations to find those

responsible and bring them to justice." (Reuters,2021)



The UNSC is the UN body that is responsible for Responsibility to protect. This means that it is
the UNSC that makes the call as to if the UN, and its member States should intervene in different
conflicts. Ban Ki-Moon has urged the five permanent members of the UNSC to not veto any
decision that will go against the involvement of the international community in conflicts were the
obligations relating to the responsibility to protect are not being met.

Russia and China, being permanent members and having the right to veto the proposals from

the UNSC, has made it clear that they see the conflict in Tigray as an internal one that does not
need the involvement from the international community. (US News, 2022). By the veto power
that Russia and China hold, an intervention under the third pillar of Responsibility to protect

seems impossible since they can block the proposals made by the UNSC.

4.2 Current World Politics
4.2.1 Costs and Risks of Globalization

Wealthier nations that specialize in high-value-added trade grab a larger share of global
economic growth. A major contributing factor has been the rising share of intangibles, such as
patents and software, in global value added. When intangibles are accounted for, the United
States’ overall trade deficit falls by nearly half from $763 billion to $390 billion in 2015, the year

for which the latest data on value-added trade are available. (Xiaolan Fu. and Pervez G., 2020).

By contrast, even the best-performing developing countries—with the exception of China—face
severe challenges to lift their populations out of poverty. Developing countries participate in
global value chains at earlier stages, with increasingly limited opportunities to use their labor
cost advantage to balance their technological disadvantage or move toward forward linkages and
higher-value-added trade. (See Dani R., 2018). As global value chains become more knowledge
intensive, it is ever-more difficult for developing economies with limited access to a skilled

workforce and other relevant capabilities to retain a market share.

For middle-income economies with lower productivity, the rise of China as the global
manufacturing powerhouse has transformed the unbundling of production from an opportunity to
a risk of premature deindustrialization. (See Dani R., 2016). In 2016, East Asia accounted for $7

out of every $10 earned by the developing world from manufacturing exports. (United Nations



Conference, 2018) of becoming locked into a low-value trap have reduced the array and force of
their growth prospects. These factors have also diminished the positive externalities of
participating in global value chains, such as mass employment gains or large-scale skills
upgrading.

Export opportunities for less developed economies have been further stifled by the quotas,
subsidies, and trade barriers maintained by developed countries. This is especially true in
agriculture, which remains among the most protected sectors globally despite being the primary
source of income for large populations in many developing nations, which, furthermore, have a
comparative advantage in the sector. (Jomo K. et.al. 2011). The dynamism of upward mobility

has therefore been lost.

Moreover, the crises that are endemic in hyper globalization particularly harm the poor and the
vulnerable, no matter where they live. Developing countries are now highly exposed to shocks
from misguided practices, economic policies, or regulatory changes in the core countries of
global financial networks. The 2008 global financial crisis provides a case in point. Burgeoning
cross-border financial trade in the lead-up to the crisis helped foster excessive growth in the
credit markets that were central to the initial stage of the downturn. Unlike previous episodes, the
2008 crisis had an impact on all types of countries. To be sure, the episode provoked notable
changes in policy thinking. But the speed of integration has continued to outpace efforts to

address the challenges of an increasingly complex configuration.

A final consideration is the deleterious impact of hyper globalization on the Earth’s ecological
infrastructure. The rise in industrial activity, the expansion of transportation networks, and
changes in land use have severely degraded the environment and depleted vital resources on
which current and future generations depend. The environmentalist critique of globalization
initially targeted constraints on states’ autonomy to go beyond multilateral rules and adopt more
ambitious standards. Nowadays, the struggle is to integrate increasingly strict environmental,
health, and safety standards into international regimes that seem to ignore such standards or

subordinate them to other policy goals.

4.3 International Community’s Role



4.3.1 Reasons the international community is unable to end the war in Tigray

The war in Tigray has resulted in a catastrophic humanitarian crisis. International
and domestic observers had released reports on gang rapes, extrajudicial killings, destruction of
property, and deaths from starvation. On 19 November, the European Union announced,
“Progress remains very limited in Tigray, fighting is ongoing, and humanitarian access is still
being prevented.”(BBC., 2021). The United States and European countries have called for a
cessation of hostilities and peace talks. These calls, however, have fallen on deaf ears. The
United Nations Security Council (UNSC), where matters of conflict supposedly find a solution,
cannot even make an official statement on Tigray. This is after discussing the crisis for the fifth
time last week.

Why is the international community having difficulty resolving the most gruesome conflict that
has profound security implications for the region? (Fassil, H., 2021). According to a senior
diplomat, who wishes to remain anonymous, “Ethiopia is too big to fail” The argument goes,
undue pressure on Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed and his government will weaken an already
stretched national army engaged in military operations in many parts of the country: from
Metekel to Wellega and now in North Shoa.

The fear is that if the Ethiopian government is pushed too hard, it might embolden other
disgruntled groups to launch armed resistance. (Fassil, H., 2021). Conflicts will then mushroom
everywhere, and millions will become displaced. “A horror of unimaginable proportions,”
according to the diplomat mentioned above. He is, of course, referring to the potential refugee
flows out of the country and the creation of fertile grounds for terrorist groups to flourish.
Therefore, members of the international community are engaged in wishful thinking that
somehow the war in Tigray will end soon, secretly hoping the federal government will emerge as
the winner. (Fassil, H., 2021).

Second, members of the international community are hesitant to denounce Abiy Ahmed,
someone they hailed as a political reformer and an economic liberalizer, so much to award him a
Nobel Peace Prize just a year and a half ago. How could they now turn and hold the same man
responsible for the many atrocities committed by his soldiers or those he allowed and encouraged

to march into Tigray undeterred: Eritrean troops and Ambhara regional forces. (Fassil, H., 2021).
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The powers to be are punching him with a velvet glove and no iron fist in it. The trips to Addis
Ababa by the envoys and emissaries had not resulted in anything substantial apart from the

proverbial diplomatic speak “we are deeply concerned about the situation in Tigray.

4.3.2 The Ethiopian war plan that went astray

”Exceptions are when the United States publicly declared that ethnic cleansing is taking place in
western Tigray, and the European Union withheld €88 million for development assistance. They
are also demanding the immediate withdrawal of Eritrean troops and Amhara regional forces
from Tigray’s territory. Third, the international community, who in this case we can crudely call
the “West,” has a somewhat checkered history when it comes to forceful interventions. Iraq,
Afghanistan, and Libya are cases in point. (Fassil, H., 2021). The military interventions in these
countries have not turned out as expected. Peace and development are still far from being
achieved despite the many lives lost and the billions of dollars spent rebuilding war-torn

economies.

Fourth, there is no functional international mechanism to address a crisis of such magnitudes as
the one we are witnessing in Tigray. (Fassil, H., 2021). The UNSC failed time and again to
provide the leadership where the responsibility to protect populations from war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and ethnic cleansing can be enforced. The ongoing wars in Syria and Yemen
testify to this. The international community sat back and let Syria destroy itself for a decade,
with foreign forces actively participating in the conflict. Thousands perished, millions are
displaced, and half of the country is razed to the ground. (Fassil, H., 2021). World leaders are
watching Yemenis starve to death slowly. Both Barack Obama and Donald Trump not only
turned a blind eye to the suffering of civilians, but they also supported and struck arms deals with

Saudi Arabia, one of the protagonists of the deadly conflict.

There is little hope that members of the UNSC will forge any compromise on Tigray either. The
lack of willingness by China and Russia to reach a consensus continues to be a
major stumbling block. They seem to be calculating the potential benefits lest Abiy Ahmed and
his government pivot to the “East.” Striking exclusive deals on trade and investment with a

county of Ethiopia’s size is a strategic trophy.
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Finally, the international community recognizes that Prime Minister Abiy has significant
domestic political support. His allies come in different shapes and forms. Some see him as the
avenger for the past human rights abuses committed by, ironically, the party he belonged to as a
senior official: Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), which has
morpheme into the Prosperity Party, a party the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) refused

to join.

4.3.3 Justice will not be served by a joint Ethiopian-UN inquiry into Tigray atrocities

Other supporters of Abiy include those who think he is restoring Ethiopia’s past glory by moving
away from “identity politics”, which they claim has divided the country for three decades.

(Getachew, G.,2021)

Although the recent cycle of violence against Amharas in various regions has made them critical
of him, a considerable portion of the Amhara population is also grateful to Abiy Ahmed. He
effectively allowed them to lay hold of large expanses of land in the Western and Southern
Tigray regions.

Foreign governments, therefore, realize that punishing Abiy Ahmed and his party will have little
impact. They fear he will run roughshod over them, relying on his domestic political capital

coupled with a possible pivot to the East. (Getachew, G.,2021)

To sum up, members of the international community have put themselves in a real bind when it
comes to ending the war in Tigray. The more they dither, the more they are accused of
overlooking the horrific atrocities on civilians. On the other hand, serious measures such as
economic sanctions may harden Abiy and his government even further, losing him altogether to
a state of pariah. But hard choices have to be made, and they have to be made swiftly and at all
costs. Enforcing a ceasefire is the first step to protect civilians and stop the looming famine in
Tigray.(Getachew, G.,2021)

4.4 Media coverage

4.4.1 Role of online social networks
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Claire Wilmot, writing in The Washington Post, found that a significant number of new, single-
issue Twitter accounts were opened in the immediate aftermath of the Northern Command
attacks. Most appeared to be authentic accounts from people seeking to raise international
awareness of the conflict in the midst of a communications blackout in Tigray. (Wilmot,
C.,2020.) The Ethiopian government cited disinformation and hate speech to justify
communications blackouts. Researchers suggested that reducing access to information could help
to create contexts where misinformation can thrive because it reduces the ability to verify
information. (Wilmot, C.,2020.) In late July 2021, a report emerged that there was coordination
in social media messaging and media reportage of the conflict in Ethiopia, to an extent it
mirrored an earlier Syrian hybrid information campaign designated as Project Basma.
(Geopolitics Press, 2021)

The Ethiopian government tried to control the information environment by positioning itself as
the sole provider of reliable information. (Wilmot, C.,2020.) In February, pro-government
groups called on their supporters in Ethiopia and the diaspora to combat what they called "TPLF
fake news" online. Legesse, G.,2021) (Pro-government groups used tactics similar to those of
pro-Tigray groups to push their narrative of the conflict, though as of 5 February, pro-
government campaigns had produced fewer Tweets overal).(Wilmot, C.,2020.)

Both France-Presse and BBC News have documented examples of old or manipulated photos,
which misleadingly endorsed either the federal Ethiopian government or the TPLF. (Mwai,
P.,2020)

Researchers found that groups use tactics such as "copy and paste” campaigns hosted on
websites, which include instructions for opening new accounts, copying and pasting pre-written
tweets, and tagging influencers. Both campaigns produced disinformation and misinformation,
though the majority of content produced was activist in nature. (Wilmot, C.,2020.) Wilmot
suggested that the lines between authentic political activity and deliberate manipulation of online

content during the conflict were increasingly blurred. (Wilmot, C.,2020.)
4.4.2 Facebook

Facebook has been heavily criticized for its perceived role in fueling ethnic tensions during the

war, and has faced accusations that, in choosing not to crack down on hate speech being spread
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by Ethiopian users, it is complicit in cases of ethnic cleansing in the country.( Jakson, J.,et.al,
2022).

4.4.3 Restriction of media coverage

The Ethiopian government had engaged in repeated crackdowns on media coverage throughout
the war. (Reporters Without Borders, 2022). In November 2021 (during the 2021-2022 state of
emergency), the Ethiopian Media Authority (EMA) threatened to cancel the media licenses
of BBC News, Reuters, CNN and Associated Press, accusing the news organizations of having
"consistently disseminated news that sowed seeds of animosity among people and compromised
the sovereignty of the country." The EMA cited "reporting the Law enforcement operation as
a genocidal campaign as an example of misleading information aiming to undermine the federal

government's efforts to address the humanitarian crisis in the Tigray region. (Sudan’s,2021)

On 20 May 2022, Ethiopian law enforcement began arresting journalists in mass, with 4,500
people in the Amhara Region alone being taken into custody. One Amhara law enforcement
official described this as a way to maintain law and order and "get rid of outside enemies.
(Solomon, S., 2020)

The media restrictions resulted in what has been described as an "information blackout. Many
journalists, both local and international, have noted the difficulty they face in trying to report on
the war, as they risk the possibility of getting either killed or imprisoned by government forces.
(Zelalem, Z,.2022).

By December 2021, the Committee to Protect Journalists described both Ethiopia and Eritrea as

the worst "jailers of journalists” in sub-Saharan Africa.

4.5. Responsibility to Protect and realism

Responsibility to protect (R2P) did come up after the failure of hindering the mass atrocities in
Bosnia and Rwanda. Relating to the ongoing conflict in Tigray through the lens of realism, it can
be understood that the international community are not reacting as they should because the

conflict does not relate to states’ personal interests. Furthermore, R2P has not been used to its
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full potential according to realism. It can even be discussed if the framework is flawed and if it is
only a dream of what the international community should to, that cannot be applied into practice.
Nevertheless, Responsibility to protect remains and there has to be a way for the international
community to apply the theories into practical efforts, and further ensure that populations around

the world are protected against mass atrocities.

The theory of realism emphasizes that states operate in an anarchical-political arena, and matters
that would have an impact on the personal interest of another state, will be reacted to, and it can
also show that the international community is fundamentally selfish. There are certain

structures within the theory, that cannot be redefined. In comparison to Responsibility to protect,
one could argue that the response from the international community to certain conflicts/crises
will only happen if they serve an important interest for a state. According to Mearsheimer,
“offensive realism” holds that the need for security, and ultimately for survival, makes the states
aggressive power maximizers.

In the case of Tigray, and the ongoing conflict, it does not have an impact on western states, but
it does have an impact on the nearby countries. As Responsibility to protect developed in the
wake of the mass atrocities that happened in Rwanda, and Bosnia, the framework has to be
improved in the sense that it has to go from being responsibilities stated on paper, to actually
being implemented in reality.

If not, the lives of millions of people will be lost. The noted political scientist Marie Demker
reflects on how realism calls attention to how states serve their own interests; at the same

time, she notes that shared norms, values and guidelines (of which R2P would be one) can
sometimes push a state in a different direction that its naked self-interest as regards power and
advantage.(Svenska D., et.al, 2022)

This means that there is still some hope for a Responsibility to protect framework to become

efficacious.

4.6 Improving the Responsibility to protect framework
This thesis proposes that the framework of Responsibility to protect can be improved by creating
a Responsibility to protect ombudsman, and an office for the ombudsman to operate from. The

ombudsman would solely work with helping states meet their protection responsibilities and



would also serve as a support for states when it comes to questions regarding R2P. This would
bridge the gap from the dream of Responsibility to protect to a reality and an actual framework
that works for the populations of all states in the world. It is worth noting that the concept of
ombudsman — originally a Swedish invention, as the etymology suggests — is intimately bound
with notions of protection. The original, and in many ways, prototypical ombudsman is the
“barnombudsman”, the ombudsman for children’s rights. The concept of responsibility to protect

the vulnerable is thus central to the very idea of having an ombudsman.

Furthermore, the Responsibility to protect ombudsman should be a UN-governed office, where
annual reports are sent to the UNSC, so there is a direct link between the office of the
ombudsman and the UN.

This office could be funded by UN member states, and a suggestion would be that no

member states make a direct funding that is more than 10% of the total budget. This would

help prevent the ombudsman’s office from situations where it dares not criticize a powerful

state for fear of loss of funding. The ombudsman’s team would be experts on Responsibility to
protect, assisting states in protecting their populations and preventing mass atrocities from
happening. Human rights organizations such as HRW could work together with the ombudsman
in gathering reports from around the world and seeing where the need for help is. The
ombudsman would do the following: (Hafsa, H., 2022).

I. Monitor the states so that they are upholding their protection responsibility for them
population, while respecting their sovereignties.
I1. Gather reports from conflicts around the world on a regular basis to ensure that

mass atrocities are not taking place and work towards a solution of the conflicts.

I11. If there are reports regarding alleged mass atrocities, the ombudsman should, if

possible, set up an independent investigation team that could gather as much

information as possible and find a feasible solution, and focus the attention of the

international community.

IV. Cooperate with UNSC since they have the power to work in accordance with the

third pillar of Responsibility to protect, and invoke that pillar if needed as a last resort.

Otherwise, find other peaceful means that work in accordance with the UN Charter.



By establishing a Responsibility to protect ombudsman, the conditions of Responsibility to
protect would be easier for states to follow and it would provide a viable set of directives on how

to navigate in conflicts. (Hafsa, H., 2022).

Conclusion
The researcher believes that whoever goes through this paper will realize the severity of
the war in the Tigray region. What lead into the war and How it affected the country.

Including the role of the foreign community and the UN in the war.

The two years’ war in the land of Tigray has damages a lot of resources in Tigray and a
lot of the citizens have been misplaced in fear of the war, lots of lives have been
sacrificed. As the rearcher mentioned in the above section different issues between the
federal govement and the TPLF summed up for the break out of the war.
After two years of suffering of the Tigray people It has ended with peace agreement
signed involving a third party where Eriteria was not a part of and it was obsereved by
many. Since it was being mentioned that Etierian Trrops were alies of the Ethiopian

government in the war.

Now the war has came to an end but Tigray still needs a lot of time to come to its strength

of prewar.
Recommendation

The researcher believes that a lot can be learnt from this two years war in Tigray. Where a lot of
damage has occurred a lot of lives has been lost due to the war and famine caused as a
consequence of the war. If the people of Ethiopia had thought of this in advance a lot could have
been learnt from the This ethnic based violation in Rwanda. How it still affects the people of the
country. The federal government and the TPLF has now reached to an agreement after the
intervention of foreign countries (African Union, 2022). but the loss is huge. A lot of
infrastructures have been damaged, schools have been closed and a lot of people have been

misplaced. Peace at any cost is the best thing to have and the worth is only felt when lost.



The researcher highly recommends that the consequences of war should not be experienced in

order to try to stay away from its countries and their rulers should take a lesson from others.
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